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eyewitness news weekend mornings a third day of searching now for victims getting underway in the tragic 
35 w bridge collapse president bush also will be getting a firsthand look at the wreckage a little later this 
morning meanwhile we are learning more about what's complicating recovery efforts hearing more incredible 
survival stories and figuring out what investigators will look for when they examine the cause of this collapse 
good morning again 8 30 now saturday august 4th i'm brad schatz and i'm jessica miles thanks for joining us 
on your saturday morning 8 30 as you mentioned president bush is right now on his way to the twin cities 
you're looking right now at air force one leaving washington d.c his plane left just within the last 15 minutes 
or so and we're told he may land here in minnesota at around 10 30 or so he is expected obviously to tour 
the site make some remarks we're going to cover all of that live for you when it happens a little bit later this 
morning first though we want to talk about that rain because they are going to get back in the water here 
shortly and uh it's a mess down there they're dealing with as it is so rain only going to make things worse 
well the good news is there is some rain the bad news is the rain is not that heavy but good i mean it's good 
and bad good in the sense it's going to help the recovery efforts bad as a sense that we're going to miss out 
on the heaviest of rains here in the twin cities guys this morning the worst of the rains to the south down in 
iwatana and this is just rain there's hardly any lightning in it just so it's just a nice general gentle light rain 
coming on down sliding east at about 30 miles an hour let's show you the numbers though as we wake up to 
71 in st paul at 70 in minneapolis and we have 68 to the north up in princeton so temps will inch their way 
from 70 now to about 77 this afternoon as highs across the state will range from 69 for a high in alberta lead 
to 80 in international falls a little flip-flop going on today north versus south but whatever rain we can get we 
have to take it even though it falls on the weekend of course we do we all need it well this morning we want 
to take a live look at what we've uh take a look rather what we have learned so far in this bridge collapse and 
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so far in this bridge collapse and preview what is ahead for today here is a live look it is of the collapse 
obviously search is going to be back out there today focusing on an area north of the river it's a really 
dangerous spot they had been south of the river but working their way north now they're actually working 
against the current talk about the rain that is a concern in some parts around the state crews obviously will 
be pulled out if there's any severe weather but as rob was saying most of it looks like it's going to miss the 
twin cities good news there nothing really severe expected in this area and right now we're told several 
people are still unaccounted for the death toll stands at five with at least 96 people injured five of those are 


still in critical condition this morning in the next 30 minutes actually at this point we're looking at 10 to 10 30. 
president bush is expected to arrive into the twin cities and he'll of course be getting a firsthand look at the 
damage left behind from the bridge collapse jennifer griswold is live at the airport now with a preview of the 
visit plus a look at federal money that may be on its way to minnesota i know the state could use it for sure 
jennifer that's right brad and congress is looking to get us some funding here now the president is expected 
to atlanta the next couple hours i want to show you right now they are setting up here at the air force base 
once he arrives he will be a quick visit he'll first on his agenda he'll take a helicopter ride over the site the first 
lady made a ground tour yesterday with the governor she took time to meet with red cross workers and other 
volunteers who have tirelessly donated their time and energy serving victims and working on recovery efforts 
as minnesota gets these visits from washington work is also being done in d.c both the house and senate 
approved 250 million dollars on the rebuilding project although the house still needs to vote on an 
amendment but senator coleman says our leaders are willing to do whatever it takes to get the bridge up and 
running again this bridge is going to be rebuilt it's going to be rebuilt quickly there is strong bipartisan support 
in both the senate and the house that was reflected in the quickness in which these bills went through again 
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in which these bills went through again congressman obastad taking the lead in the house and senator 
klobuchar and myself working together in the senate again president bush expected to tour the site in the 
next few hours we will bring his visit to you live for now live at the airport jennifer griswold 5 eyewitness news 
dive teams will return to the river this morning searching for more victims they will focus on the area north of 
the bridge and start by trying to clear two more cars there one is pinned and another is crushed underneath 
the bridge sheriff's officials say it's very dangerous and meticulous work they go around the entire vehicle 
first and check it for evidence and again for doors open and then they commit themselves inside afterwards 
and then they have to physically get in and sweep the inside with their hands the sheriff says they may need 
to bring in a crane or other heavy equipment to even move those vehicles here's another live look at the 
disaster scene in minneapolis there's still of course a lot of questions as exactly why this bridge collapsed as 
john mason shows us investigators are using computer animations as well as before and after photos to try 
and pinpoint a cause the investigation into what happened now has a specific focus the south end of the 
bridge though the ntsb makes it clear that might not be where the failure happened now we want to show you 
an animation created by abc news the south end of the bridge which you see in the front of the picture the 
foreground fell differently than the rest of the bridge shifting 50 feet to the east that could be important let's 
take another look now a closer look from above this is a satellite picture of the 35w bridge before the 
collapse but take a look after the collapse some of the debris the arrow right here see how the debris shifted 
this way to the east about 50 feet the only part of the bridge that did shift the rest of it fell straight down 
looking closer investigators tell us this is the area they will focus on they will focus on the south end of the 
bridge right here in the circled area but they caution it's too early to say if this is where 
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it's too early to say if this is where the collapse actually started thank you john going to take time of course 
for commuters to get used to the increased traffic and alternate traffic routes just a reminder here 35w 
southbound closed at stinson boulevard traffic on 35w northbound has been rerouted to interstate 94 then 
you're going to head up 280. remember 280 is now a temporary interstate with all traffic lights turned to 
green so there's not going to be any access to county road b broadway and walnut or roselawn avenue 
metro transit offering free parking next week at 12 of its park and ride locations to try to help commuters get 
into the swing of things getting used to getting in and out of downtown minneapolis extra buses will be 
shuttling people in as well we've posted those locations and the bus routes for you all on our website at 
kstp.com if metro metro transit isn't an option for you we've found that both yahoo and mapquest have 
already updated their internet mapping systems good news there to help you maneuver around the bridge 
well out of this tragedy dozens of heroes are emerging this morning we hear from some of the first rescue 
crews to arrive on the scene and the risks they took to save other victims that's all coming up seconds after 
the bridge collapse hundreds of police officers firefighters and paramedics raced in to help all of course with 


the same purpose to help those trapped in the wreckage make it out alive mark albert shares some of their 
personal stories of what they went through that night as the debris fell and the smoke rose and hundreds ran 
or crawled to safety these 15 did the opposite i knew i had to go help people heading to the call of their 
careers i had no idea was getting into it the disaster did not discriminate when it chose the victims or the 
rescuers from the rookie cop on her sixth day on the job i just knew that i had to help the injured or the 
victims that's that's all i was thinking about was helping 
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all i was thinking about was helping the people that were on the bridge to the grizzled veteran with 40 years 
behind the badge it was just dead still and quiet with the exception of just the car radios going a couple of 
them had their four-way flashers on like people had maybe even stopped or realized something was coming 
and had taken the time to turn their flashers on these are the stories of the rescuers the u of m officer who 
saw the lead cop rear ended by an ambulance the officer sent crashing through his windshield we saw him 
get up and then just take off running he left his bike there the ambulance people wanted to stop and check 
him out but he just wanted to go help people and the field training officer who was there near the beginning 
when for some it was the end you want to help them you want to get them safe out of the car or to safety you 
just can't do it and you feel helpless not helpless certainly not to those families who got their loved ones 
dying message delivered by those officers those rescuers those just heeding the call in minneapolis mark 
albert 5 eyewitness news well the impact of the bridge collapse of course is going to be felt all around the 
twin cities for years to come coming up we're going to look at how local businesses are starting to cope with 
the shock and how they're trying to help their employees [Music] good saturday morning welcome back 8 44 
right now small businesses located near the collapse site are starting to feel the impact of this disaster many 
of them don't have the leeway that larger businesses do to them of course every dollar matters now they are 
bracing for a ripple effect as a result of less foot traffic maria vincent and her husband took over the ups store 
six years ago and business has been good at least until last month when construction on 35w began we're 
down about you know about seven to ten percent but now that's just the beginning of maria's headaches her 
store at the quarry shopping center 
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at the quarry shopping center is just north of the bridge collapse and 35 w now of course is closed i think 
there's there'll be some business loss i need to wait and see and get a feel of what's going to be happening 
and because a huge part of her business is serving other businesses she's gearing up for a ripple effect 
these guys are mailing out some golf clubs they work at a golf shop nearby which itself has seen a huge drop 
in business since the collapse yesterday we were probably down you know 25 to 30 percent and less 
business for them will mean less business for maria it has business leaders asking consumers to help out 
somehow as a community we need to think more about those and maybe push a little bit more of our 
business to those over the next couple years maybe go a little bit out of our way to help support them 
because in the long run and in fact businesses like excel energy best buy and macy's are encouraging their 
employees to carpool or use metro transit to get around some or even offering to pay for bus passes and 
more flexible work schedules well this is probably one of the few weekend days we're going to see rain this 
summer we haven't seen a lot on the weekends and one of the days that we don't really need it at least in 
minneapolis right now you know i looked at some set looking over the last weekend there was only still only 
about five out of the 20 some weekend days so far that we've had rain on so some rain just some it's not 
been a wash on it and today won't be a washout except in southern minnesota as we look at sky max 5 there 
the rain is heaviest and really centered on and it's going to rain for at least a large part of the morning and 
early afternoon great news for them but i know folks the north are saying hey where's archer rain where's our 
chance of this well the system is passing too far to the south wish we could drag this a little bit farther north 
one of the computer models just in that runs a short-term forecast model for us does want to bring this storm 
a little bit farther north throughout the late afternoon hours i'm not holding my hopes out on that happening 


but there is a possibility of this system redeveloping intensifying just a bit north at this hour we do have some 
light rain going on in minneapolis and around roseville up towards white bear lake most of it is fairly light you 
find the heavier the steadier showers as you go southward 
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the steadier showers as you go southward of the twin cities for example down towards faribault west to new 
prague and up through scott county into prior lake hampton randolph and threw some rhodon 52 this rain 
here locally could produce a quarter of an inch then you get to the back edge of the rain it extends out 
towards benson granite falls has already had over an inch of rain today but that rainfall of an inch will not 
happen in the twin cities i can almost assure you of that we may end up with a couple hundredths to a tenth 
of an inch locally we'll go out to weather bug now and take you now to those rainfall totals there you can see 
the granite falls weather bug station at 59 lee center high school down at 61 degrees and it's a quarter of an 
inch of rain they will take that rainfall as we look northward towards brainerd our camera there either it got 
stuck or it did clear out rather rapidly up there in brainerd 69 in forest lake i'm not sure that's the current 
condition i think it's cloudy in brainerd based on last check on the satellite loop we'll have to check that 
camera let's move on though and show you the conditions in the twin cities we're at 70 southeast winds are 
at 7 68 percent the relative humidity 60's north 70 south a cooler day with highs from 75 to 80 across 
minnesota even some 60's in the mix down in south central minnesota last night those storms blew up in 
south dakota and then moved east across the warm front into southern minnesota behind this the air is dry 
it's hot it's humid and that's the kind of weather we can look forward to next week meantime rain cast shows 
the chances of rain today lingering in the southeastern one third of the state and then by tomorrow we are 
free and clear of rain for sunday 77 scattered showers today 65 for tonight a slight chance of rain up until 
midnight with light southerly winds as we look towards the end of the weekend tomorrow very nice 86 a little 
breezy maybe in the morning as that storm exits and then by monday and tuesday another storm system 
moving on in and this one a little bit stronger even than the current one so we could see some strong storms 
late monday into tuesday of course that's the 
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monday into tuesday of course that's the other piece of the puzzle here is we've had minimal tornado activity 
throughout the summer which is again a good thing here but we only stand at about five or six all throughout 
the entire spring and summer so far and a lot of them seem to have been up in the northwest corner yeah 
kind of the northwest and a few just in the extreme southwest yeah thank you rob yeah thank you well let's 
talk sports here just for a minute now twins return to the diamond following wednesday's bridge collapse and 
the vikings they take on the chiefs in a preseason scrimmage in mankato here's anne hutchinson with your 
morning sports good morning still reflecting on the impact of the 35w bridge collapse the twins decided to 
play ball last night as they tried to make up some ground in the wild card race against the cleveland indians 
but before the game the twins paid tribute to the victims of the bridge collapse with a moment of silence 
they're also wearing 35 w decals on the back of their batting helmets torrey hunter gave the fans something 
to cheer about in the fourth he hits an rbi double to left and that tied it up to all but grady sizemore had a big 
game an rbi single off johann santana gives cleveland the lead in the fifth sizemore also homered and the 
indians beat the twins 5-2 vikings owner ziggy wilf pledged to donate all the proceeds from last night's 
scrimmage against kansas city to the relief and recovery efforts of the 35w bridge disaster all eyes on who 
will emerge from the quarterback battling camp tavares jackson shows off a strong arm but cortez hankton 
can't haul it in brooks bollinger looking a little like tavares here with a good scramble the two teams will 
scrimmage in river falls again tonight that's a look at your morning sports back to you thank you and it has 
been about 62 hours now since the bridge went down and we've seen lots of video but this morning tom 
houser shows us another view some still photos taken by a viewer that are just as powerful the pictures are 
dramatic they show seldom seen images of cars upside down after being thrown from the bridge with police 
looking for victims 
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with police looking for victims scattered on the ground you see the bridge wreckage crushing train cars below 
you see a truck on fire near that now well-known school bus this picture was taken so early there are no 
rescue workers visible yet another picture illustrates the total failure of the bridge as a span of the bridge 
appears to be draped over a bridge support this photo shows more upside down cars on a pile of sand a 
white trailer wedged between the bridge and a retaining wall here part of the bridge looks like a launch pad 
with smoke rising in the distance elsewhere we see a dozen cars scattered on the bridge and firefighters 
spraying water from a ladder truck most of the pictures show heroic rescue efforts in the middle of a horrific 
scene but some pictures stand out because amidst the horror they look more like pieces of artwork 
something else to see still photos as opposed to videos this is from different angles and some of those that 
yeah you've seen a lot of this video but you've never seen some of those angles we of course have a lot 
more coming up we are following and monitoring president bush on his way of course to the twin cities uh 
getting some conflicting reports that he left early this morning could be here around 9. then we heard a report 
it might be closer to 10 30 but i guess the word we're getting at this point it could be sooner rather than later 
and that is because we do know governor pawlenty mayor minneapolis mayor rt ryback both of them are at 
the minneapolis-st paul international airport right now awaiting his arrival so that could be an indicator that it 
may be sooner rather than later we will of course keep you posted and we're going to have live coverage of 
his visit here this morning we'll be right back good saturday morning 8 55 of course we are waiting for the 
arrival of president bush and you see there in the background air force one just landing again we were 
getting some reports that uh it 
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we were getting some reports that uh it may be a little bit later but it's actually coming in a little bit earlier now 
at 8 55 in the morning president bush is typically on time and he's going to be here in minneapolis for the 
next couple of hours there you see air force one you just saw marine one you can see kind of the chopper 
blades in the middle of your screen there he is going to get off air force one he is going to board that chopper 
and from what we understand he is going to fly over to the 35w bridge collapse area where he will get off 
marine one and then tour that destruction area it's not going to be a very long visit we're told he could be 
gone by about 11 45 once the plane stops he will get in marine one we're also expecting at some point he 
will land obviously survey the damage from above and on the ground and once he is on the ground uh he's 
expected to speak for a good little bit as well so we're of course going to keep this live here uh until he gets 
on marine one and we see where he heads off and then also after from what we understand after he tours 
that area a little bit uh talking with some of the volunteers down there of course some of the emergency 
personnel just kind of getting a recap of what happened and what's going to be going on now today he is 
going to share a few words um with the public so we will of course carry that live for you as well and then 
he's uh as quick as he got here he's going to be he's going to be out of here jennifer griswold is there at the 
airport she joins us now with what she's seeing jennifer fred right now you're looking at a helicopter there are 
two helicopters on the ground with united states of america written on the side of them we believe one of 
these will be the helicopter that the president will tour the site over two of them here the media the governor 
mayor rt ryback will also be here now drew if you can pan over in the distance right there we are seeing air 
force one that is that white plane with the blue stripe down the side it has just landed it is circled around we 
are here at the air force base again we are watching it pull in it seems that this will circle around the tarmac 
and just drop him off near this helicopter we understand it will be a very quick stop here he is not 
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a very quick stop here he is not scheduled to make any remarks here at the airport once he gets in the 
helicopter he will tour the side area we believe he will actually land in the land the helicopter very close to the 
35w bridge collapse so he can also from the ground see the damage and see the destruction as jessica 
mentions just as quickly he will then get back in the helicopter and get back on air force one hopefully 
addressing the public sometime in that span we are watching it pull around also behind me it's you can't see 
this from the shop but again minneapolis mayor rt ryback and governor pawlenty are here we understand 
that they also will be touring with him we know governor plenty toured with the first lady yesterday when she 


came into town she did a ground tour there was some debate today of whether the helicopter tour would be 
possible because of weather conditions but it seems like they do have these helicopters running they look 
like they will have them good to go for the president right now this amazing shot of the plane coming in guys 
well you know the president in the past had been criticized for his un what some say was slow response after 
katrina in 2005. as a result of that anytime we see incidents like these he's been much quicker to respond 
back in march of this year there was a tornado in alabama and georgia that he went to uh within days then 
just about a month after that in april uh the virginia tech shootings of course 30 some people killed and the 
president there speaking to folks and i think then in may in fact greensburg kansas had that tornado and the 
president arrived there so over the course of just the last several months we've seen him uh make these 
kinds of trips and they're important obviously for the folks i mean we saw yesterday the first lady meeting and 
greeting folks thanking them the red cross workers the volunteers the first responders who've really gone 
above the call of duty and that's 
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gone above the call of duty and that's interesting you mentioned that because first lady laura bush was here 
yesterday and that was a planned visit she was planning to come here and talk to i think probably the 
republican national convention meet with some people there meet with some smaller groups in regard to 
children literacy so she had that plan for at least a few weeks we know and decided to maintain that plan and 
she did visit yesterday and she took the time obviously to go down and meet with those crews and thank all 
those emergency workers and particularly one man who was there you know right after this happened and 
helped some of those kids off the bus and get them up to the red cross it's of course early saturday morning 
the president though already completing his weekly radio address and obviously talking about this tragedy 
calling it very painful but also kind of giving minnesotans a pat on the back for the way everyone has really 
handled this tragedy of course there's a lot of money at stake as well i think about five million dollars was 
already authorized by the federal government to get the cleanup underway and now we're looking at 
upwards of 250 million dollars that was initially passed by the house the senate passed it yesterday kind of a 
different version and now the house has to re-vote on that but it doesn't seem like there's going to be any 
problem getting that 250 million dollars although uh representative jim oberstar has said it's probably going to 
take more than that to complete this project obviously we're seeing the doors open now on air force one 
moving the stairs in for the president to exit air force one and as you heard jennifer griswold she is live there 
at the airport for us as you heard her mention just a moment ago well there you can see governor pallenti in 
the blue polo shirt and right next to him his wife and there you see in the light blue shirt minneapolis mayor rt 
rybeck they're all awaiting the president's visit from here and all of them our local dignitaries but i know the 
president is going to be boarding marine one all of them doing the same 
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marine one all of them doing the same thing yesterday as the first lady was here yep um again really giving 
minnesotans a pack pat on the back we're waiting now and our plan here as far as coverage goes again as 
jennifer had mentioned we're not expecting any remarks from the president here from here he's going to get 
on marine one that helicopter and tour from above at some point we believe he's going to land and have 
some brief remarks and then uh that quickly he's going to be back on the plane and head back out you know 
from washington dc it's a two two and a half hour flight so he's actually spending more time in the air you 
know we're talking four or five hours versus the two and a half or so he's going to be in the ground in the twin 
cities so right now you're looking live at minneapolis-st paul international airport as air force one has just 
landed about seven or eight minutes ago of course that means that uh all traffic out at the airport is 
essentially at a standstill let's go back out to jennifer griswold i know uh she's not far from that scene jenny 
yeah brad standing right here i just also want to tell you that if you haven't seen air force one up close and 
personal i know many people have not it is really an incredible sight to see this massive plane and now 
everyone's setting up we've seen security sweeps we've seen the secret surface coming in being ready for 
this they had these helicopters up and running well before the president's plane landed everything in place 
so that he is ready to tour the site immediately as we've mentioned many times we are told it will be a very 


very quick visit just a couple hours so literally in and out and everything has to go as clockwork and now it's 
just the time to sit and wait for him to come down these steps seen it many times he will be touring the area 
he will be seeing all this destruction himself we are seeing some people walking through the plane a little bit 
but still waiting for the president to come out those doors quite a few media groups here waiting for this 
arrival as well 
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for this arrival as well brad had mentioned that sometimes there has been some debate about response time 
to disaster areas and i i know talking to people out that have experienced the destruction of this collapse this 
will be a welcome sight to see national dignitaries coming out here the president the first lady yesterday 
coming out here to get a look and to show that they care and they want to know what happened this of 
course coming as we also know that federal funding is working its way through washington d.c we 
understand the house and the senate have passed 250 million dollars in aid to come for the bridge collapse 
site we are waiting for an amendment to go through the house senator norm coleman of minnesota telling us 
though that will happen he said he's talked to people on both sides of the aisle and they are willing to come 
together to make this happen locally across the state we have seen our leaders coming together right now 
we are seeing leaders come together on both sides of the aisle to tour the area and to see what happened 
and make sure that the people who are affected have what they need to move forward and also to make 
sure that we can someday obviously not in the very near future but in the next few months the next couple 
years we can rebuild this bridge and begin to move forward brad jessica we are still waiting and standing by 
here you know go ahead jenny was just mentioning the cost the 250 million dollars that the house and 
senate voted on on friday and another there's going to you know there's an amendment so there's going to 
be another vote perhaps even today on that but depending upon the new design of the bridge and 
replacement that was an eight lane bridge it spanned 1900 feet and it didn't have any of those piers or 
concrete blocks or anything like that down in the river because they wanted to keep river traffic open to barge 
traffic that was going down in there so this is a pretty big uh endeavor well there you see president bush 
getting off air force one right now waving to the media and of course governor pawlenty mayor ryback 
minneapolis mayor 
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pawlenty mayor ryback minneapolis mayor rt rebecca down at the base of the stairs there you know it's 
interesting uh obviously this is a an awful tragedy but a lot of folks have wondered why is this such a big 
national story and i think the reason simply is this really puts the question the safety of our infrastructure you 
know bridge we all bridges were all on all the time and it raises the question especially when you hear terms 
like structurally deficient which a lot of bridges are uh the word we're getting obviously this was one of them it 
doesn't mean they were unsafe or they weren't supposed to be unsafe but and we don't see these you know 
we don't see these instances very often obviously president bush there meeting with our minnesota leaders 
look who's on board actually with the president we've got coleman senator coleman and senator klobuchar 
hugging the first lady right there and i think keith ellison representative ellison is right behind the backdrop 
he's there governor palletti of course representative bachman is back there as well governor pawlenty of 
course considering reversing course on his uh initial initially not supporting a gas tax but it looks like there 
could very well be a special session come uh early fall right after labor day in fact uh gas tax currently at 20 
cents a gallon that's been that way since 1988 the governor though has vetoed any talk of a of an increase 
twice back in 2005 and again this year but certainly this changes everything the president or i should say the 
governor appears going to be calling a special session and they're going to reevaluate how we need to get 
more money to uh make sure that our infrastructure our roads and bridges are in fact safe and speaking of 
money let me just get back to that thought that i was talking about prior depending upon the new design 
replacement of that eight-lane bridge that 19-foot span across the mississippi there they're talking that could 
cost upwards of 200 million dollars it's going to be expensive endeavor it's going to be an endeavor that 
takes perhaps several years yeah you know they were talking about the republican national convention in 
saint paul some discussion of trying to get this bridge done by then but uh 
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to get this bridge done by then but uh i think that may be a long shot you see the president speaking uh 
briefly there with mayor ryback who really i don't think he's gotten any sleep because i've seen him a good bit 
yesterday had a chance to speak to him and you know his message to all minnesotans we all have to get 
involved over the course of the next two years and helping each other out as far as transportation needs 
getting ourselves around in any case president bush as you see uh leaving this site boarding marine one 
where he is going to fly and take his first look at the damage what his wife was able to do yesterday and at 
some point we'll land near the site and we'll have some brief remarks of course we're going to be covering 
them live for you as well so it appears right now who got in there senator klobuchar got in there senator 
coleman got in there i know minneapolis mayor rt ryback got in representative keith ellison i'm not sure that 
he got in there along with of course the president and i'd appears that governor pawlenty i think was still 
behind i did see uh first lady mary pawlenty run over there i'm not sure if she got on board but i'm sure 
they're heading over here and of course as all of this is going on at the site as we speak we know divers are 
getting ready to try again to get in that water and it gets more dangerous because they're kind of focused 
now north of the bridge and that is the area where they're actually working against the current the water is 
not that deep but with the current and all the debris it certainly makes for some dangerous conditions and 
that's got to come first just difficult to even see down there and then of course you talk about this rain that 
we've been hearing about even this morning if rain does move even a little bit north as it appears it is going 
to do today that certainly hampers this recovery mission today and even jennifer griswold who is live at the 
airport for us who was talking a little bit about some of the concern with uh the air travel today this uh aerial 
tour that um the president is going to be taking along with the mayor and our senators we're also told he's 
going to be briefed by federal state excuse me and local authorities there is 
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excuse me and local authorities there is a 19-member team with the national transportation safety board at 
the scene they've been there obviously for a couple days investigating exactly why this happened one of the 
early theories may have something to do with the southern span of the bridge it may have shifted we're told 
as much as 50 feet and potentially possibly that may have brought it down they don't know for sure but i 
know early indications are that's what they're looking at that southern span of the bridge and why it was 
shifting as much as it did when other areas didn't a lot of questions that is the question why and how did this 
exactly come down and of course that's the question that could take months to answer you know who knows 
at least within the state transportation officials denying that money was ever a factor in not getting some 
some needed work on this bridge there was some concerned about rust eating steel beams missing bolts 
cracks in the welding again it was declared structurally deficient however supposedly it was safe you know 
it's interesting you bring up that term structurally deficient i'll talk about that in just a minute here because i 
was talking with a former transportation commissioner here in minnesota under the um perpich era and he 
gave me some pretty interesting insight when i was talking with him on wednesday night and he thought that 
there is probably somewhere between 40 and 50 percent of the bridges in minnesota the 20 000 bridges in 
minnesota that are in some way structurally deficient now he said that doesn't mean that the next bridge you 
go over is going to collapse he could he said it could mean what you're talking about that there just may be 
some rush issues you know that there may just be some minor d flaws well back in 2000 2005 and 2006 this 
bridge um was found to have no additional cracking obviously there were some cracks but those cracks 
didn't get any bigger the bridge in fact was set to be replaced in the year 2020 and according to some 
numbers i have structurally deficient eight percent of 


00:34:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v= DIDSzWku54&t=2040s 





structurally deficient eight percent of the state's bridges are considered to be structurally that information 
probably coming from mndot 8 well here you're looking once again at marine one and it appears there's two 
choppers there this is the first one you're looking at with the president inside and i know that senator 
klobuchar and senator coleman are both inside with the president and i believe i saw minneapolis mayor rt 


ryback get in with the president as well and you can see there's a second one there as well they are going to 
be leaving the airport here momentarily and uh heading towards there you go there you see liftoff heading 
towards the 35w bridge collapse now early indications were that they were going to possibly try to land in fact 
on 35w on the interstate somewhere near this collapse we haven't got that confirmed we do suppose that is 
the case because at least uh last word we got is that the president was going to make some remarks uh 
obviously to do that he needs to be on the ground and we are in position obviously to cover that as well but 
there you see leaving it obviously just be a few minutes before he is actually over that site and again 
expecting to be briefed by federal state and local authorities as well as the ntsb trying to get some answers 
but again big question right now of federal funding the president isn't going to put any dollar amount out there 
we've thrown that number 250 million that is what the house and senators are looking at as far as replacing 
this bridge the uh the president at this point isn't going that far as to throw numbers out but uh certainly in the 
coming days we expect that perhaps we'll hear more you know on i think it was wednesday afternoon or 
thursday morning thursday morning they had already allocated five million dollars just to deal with the actual 
clean up of the river and to deal with some traffic issues around the bridge collapse well in his wife's words 
uh the first lady laura bush yesterday as she turned to rescuers we could uh see her just kind of lift the words 
uh unbelievable her words for sure jennifer griswold is she in position let's go back out to her go ahead jenny 
brad the first thing i saw the president do when he walked down the steps of air 
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do when he walked down the steps of air force one was he actually went right up to governor palenti he put 
one hand right on his arm and shook the governor's hand that is when he started walking to the helicopter 
and with him then we noticed behind him came senators klobuchar senators coleman also keith ellison 
michelle bachman also noticed some national people with the national transportation department in the 
helicopter in marine one with the president is the governor the mayor senator klobuchar and coleman and 
then there were a couple other helicopters that went out we know media were in those we believe also keith 
ellison and michelle bachmann would have been touring in those again they will go over this site they're 
going to take that air view of the site and we believe that at that point they will land near the 35w bridge 
collapse site at that time it's possible the president will make some remarks i think a lot of people would like 
to hear what he has to say just his reaction to this being from here knowing this area it hits us so powerfully 
and to hear someone like the president his reaction to it i think will will help some people as they're trying to 
move forward one interesting thing as we've been talking about all morning is that we have both sides of the 
aisle coming together we saw that today with our state our local our national leaders coming together we just 
learned from senator coleman yesterday that the house and the senate have passed they're looking to push 
through that 250 million dollars so that we are able to start beginning to repair this bridge he said it will take 
about that much it will take probably two to three years there's some talk about trying to push it forward faster 
so that they can have it done in time for the republican national convention although they say that's unlikely 
and i think most people want them to take their time make sure that everything is done correctly but we want 
everyone in washington coming together to make sure that we have the funding to move forward we also 
understand it's not just monetary funding there have been many people who have been coming 
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many people who have been coming together red cross workers other volunteers social workers dealing with 
the people who have seen all of this destruction what's it like to see that firsthand what's it like to know that 
there are people stuck in the rubble that recovery workers are unable to get to and we need we need the 
resources to have the community come together and deal with this we saw here a lot of national media com 
emerge on minneapolis and you know what they leave after a couple days and some of the figureheads it 
seems like will come and go but we need to make sure that they are pushing forward for us to continue this 
in the future because it's years to rebuild all of this friend jessica well you know we're talking about 
infrastructure here there's already some rumblings of congressional hearings going on and a lot of these 
these witnesses these victims here who survived certainly probably would be called on to testify you know i 
talked with a little girl who was on that school bus that we've all seen pictures of right next to the semi that 


was burning there on the bridge talk to this little girl 10 years old she was just returning home from a field trip 
on that wednesday night when this bridge collapsed i just barely made it across and she said she's scared 
she's scared to go on you know cross another bridge to go under another bridge and she asked me she said 
why did that happen how did that happen you know i didn't have anything to tell her and i said that's the 
question that these guys are going to be working on over the next several months but i don't even think you 
have to be there you don't have to be there to have those sayings this is a little girl you know a 10 year old 
girl and she's just scared to death we have tom hauser he is live near that bridge collapse in minneapolis for 
us and tom can you give us any update can you see marine one at all as a matter of fact yes uh they just 
flew overhead i was just adjusting the volume here so i can hear you they're quite loud there's actually two or 
three helicopters above perhaps you can hear them if we look over here a little bit you'll see one area of the 
bridge collapse that you 
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one area of the bridge collapse that you can see from our vantage point now the president is going to get a 
much better view of course from the air and now eric if you pan up a little bit you'll see the helicopter carrying 
the president right above us and right above the site you'll see two helicopters of course one of them there 
carrying additional observers and security and whatnot but you can see two helicopters the presidential 
helicopter i believe that's marine one hovering over the site right now and the president is getting a look at 
what we've always come back at some point then when he speaks right for a few days and it is obviously a 
devastating scene cars you know on the bridge cars in the water cars on each bank of the river the president 
like the first lady yesterday will get a first-hand look at this and of course he's already been very supportive of 
whatever money the state of minnesota needs to rebuild this bridge and again you can probably hear the 
helicopters overhead and we do believe he plans to land at some point and then get a look at the the scene 
from the ground and so brad jessica i'll throw it back to you right now again marine one just overhead right 
now tom can you hear me real quick here i have one question for you i noticed a couple people standing next 
to you with binoculars are there a lot of people down there who are awaiting the president's visit uh not as 
many people as there were down here the other day but there certainly are people down here still curious 
about what this scene looks like and there are a number of people down here who are just observing much 
like the president is doing now of course the president holds the purse strings in some ways and 250 million 
dollars might already be on the way as jennifer griswold was mentioning a little while ago that happening in 
congress even today they're in a rare saturday session so again the president making now another pass 
here over the bridge disaster scene in those two helicopters we do have a camera on board we'll be able to 
give you much better pictures and reaction from the president 
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the president a little bit later but this is his first first hand look at the bridge disaster here in minneapolis and it 
is quite a sight those two helicopters getting fairly low now over the scene perhaps going in for a slightly 
closer look to give the president a better idea of what happened here in minneapolis just about 72 hours ago 
that's right tom houser thanks very much we will come back to you as need be i think we're going to wrap up 
coverage for the moment but again we are expecting president bush at some point to land to get out and to 
have a few brief remarks we'll cover them live for you we'll see in a little bit welcome back it is now 9 35 on 
your saturday morning and we are breaking into programming because president bush is right now here in 
minnesota visiting of course that 35 w bridge collapse area this morning he arrived around 8 55 this morning 
left from andrews air force base around 7 30 eastern time getting here at this point it's been about 40 or 45 
minutes ago taking what we were told will be about a 10 minute aerial tour over the collapsed bridge at that 
point he will land and then take part in a ground tour also getting a briefing from officials we're told he's going 
to meet some of the rescuers as his wife did yesterday here meeting some of the heroes and survivors as 
well all in all going to be a pretty quick trip he's going to be back in the air probably at around 11 40 or 11 45 
this morning you know and this is you know what essentially what he's going to be seeing from the air he 
was taking just as you mentioned just a quick 10-minute trip in marine one and has probably landed by this 
point let's go down to tom hauser he is live on the ground in minneapolis right near the bridge there tom yeah 


the president did fly over the scene here about 10 or 15 minutes ago we believe that tour lasted less than 10 
minutes he made two passes over the bridge disaster scene and now the trees are kind of blocking our view 
here we do not hear the helicopters anymore we believe he has land a short landed a short distance away 
he will 
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landed a short distance away he will then drive in a motorcade either to the scene or to the red cross uh 
headquarters where uh so much uh so many of the victims families have gone and waited and waited and 
waited for more word on what is going on and we believe the president was going to greet some of the first 
responders and others involved in recovery from this tragedy behind me you can see kind of off in the 
distance one of the few areas where you can actually see part of the bridge collapse from the ground the 
police have done a very good job of blocking off almost every vantage point of this bridge and the recovery 
scene they of course don't want a lot of people out here gawking while bodies are being recovered from the 
river and that's understandable and something they want to do out of the respect for the victims so it's very 
difficult on the ground to get a real good view of course the president got the best view of all from marine one 
looking straight down at it from the from marine one just as we've shown you on chopper 5 for a few days 
now that really is the best view again this is the type of thing that he would be looking at the rescue crews 
down there or recovery crews down there near that bridge abutment and in other places doing what they can 
to search for victims in the river and it's been a very difficult search the water is very dark it is very murky it is 
difficult to see the currents are hazardous this bridge falling in the river has changed a lot of the currents so 
it's made it very difficult very unpredictable underneath the water not only is it murky but there is concrete 
huge slabs of concrete that twisted rebar that you see very easy for a diver to get hooked up on that so 
they've got to be very very careful that is why this is such a painstaking process but again this is exactly the 
view the president would have had just about 10 minutes ago as they went in pretty low actually over the site 
to get a look there were two helicopters 
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to get a look there were two helicopters he is accompanied by senator amy klobuchar and senator norm 
coleman i believe the transportation secretary mary peters is also with him although i'm not 100 certain of 
that so they are though getting a very good look because the president on his weekly radio address even this 
morning before he left washington talked about how he was going to make sure that minnesota gets all of the 
help that it needs to recover from this disaster and also to rebuild this bridge it is a vital artery here in the twin 
cities a major metropolitan area the federal government will be very involved brad and jessica in helping the 
state of minnesota and the city of minneapolis and really the whole twin cities region recover from this tom let 
me ask you this as we were talking earlier you know the president was uh pretty sharply criticized back in 
2005 for a slow response to katrina why is it important for a president uh to be here and see this firsthand do 
you think well because he's going to have a major say in what can be done he can authorize a lot of money 
just through executive order and frankly it's helpful for the president to come and see firsthand what this 
disaster is all about you can see it on television you can get some idea of the magnitude of the tragedy but to 
come here and listen to the people first hand possibly meet with some victims families possibly meet with 
some first responders it gives the president a much better idea of exactly the human toll this has taken the 
economic toll that it has taken and will take and just how a major of a problem this will be again in a major 
metropolitan area one of the you know 10 or 15 largest metropolitan areas in the country so and you got to 
remember too the 35w is part of the federal interstate highway system so the president very involved in 
determining what's going to happen from this point forward in terms of the recovery and paying for the 
rebuilding of this bridge so it is important for him to be here tom we know he is going to 
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to stop and talk a little bit after he gets well he got that aerial tour from what you were mentioning and now 
he's probably on the ground getting a ground tour we know he's going to talk do you have any idea when 
that's supposed to happen or where it should be happening i would guess sometime in the next half hour it 
was uncertain where that was going to happen we do have a photographer on board the helicopter with the 
president so we will hear later everything that he said and everything that he saw we will in fact see exactly 
what the president saw this morning there is a light rain falling here it is overcast but it is still pretty good 
visibility so i'm sure the president is getting a very good view of what happened here and now i'm sure he's 
on the ground getting a briefing from the recovery officials and being told exactly what has to happen from 
this point forward because this recovery effort is just step one there is also a parallel investigation going on 
by the ntsb that is going to last a long time it's going to be quite some time before they can even clear this 
debris and even begin to think about rebuilding this bridge you've got to remember you don't just clear the 
debris and then just start rebuilding a couple days later there has to be a whole new design that takes a long 
time i wouldn't doubt that the preliminary steps in that process are already underway and so the president's 
going to hear about a lot of this and he's probably also going to hear something about a very tentative 
timeline about how long it might take to recover from this to replace this bridge and i'm guessing he's going 
to hear it's going to be anywhere from two to three years uh maybe longer maybe a little bit shorter but that's 
probably a pretty good ballpark estimate tom i know that you're being kept pretty far away but all the while 
the president is looking at the damage we understand that recovery crews were going to be back in the water 
early this morning and you know we're talking about this rain potentially moving in so this is essentially 
wasted time if they're not in the water have you gotten any insight on that this morning we do understand that 
they were going to be going into the water unless it was a very heavy 
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unless it was a very heavy downpour a thunderstorm type of situation we do not have that right now it's like i 
said actually fairly good visibility out here fairly bright there was just a very light rain falling right now that may 
change a little bit later this morning and this afternoon but right now the conditions i would think would be 
about as good or well you know how bad they've been the last couple of days because that water again as i 
mentioned before is very murky but about as good a conditions as they could expect under the 
circumstances so i i would guess that they are in the water continuing that effort right now all right from your 
vantage point though you're not actually able to see that though tom no like i said they're keeping everybody 
including the media a good distance away about the only way you can see what's going on down there and 
that's why we urge people really not to come down here and spend a lot of time trying to get your own view 
because there really isn't much of a view from almost any vantage point other than from the air there are a 
couple of places on the other side of the river on the downtown minneapolis side maybe from some high 
rises where you can get a better view but in terms of being down here along the banks of the river there is 
yellow police tape for about as far as you can see in every direction on both sides of the river as they try to 
keep people away all right thank you tom we'll get back to you in just a few minutes here but we want to go to 
rob cook he is here with us as well talking about this rain and this could be a real big issue actually for 
recovery crews in the water today we know that they're dealing with all of that steel all of that rebar 
underneath there in addition to the really murky water they've lowered the water levels however it's only six 
feet i think they were talking about yesterday well let's go to rob because i know that you were saying earlier 
rob lightning is not a concern and a lot of the storm seems to be kind of to the south of us yeah it does uh 
brad jessica and you know this whole line since six this morning when it looked like a huge area of rain and 
looked like a promising event for us it's really fallen apart but it's possible now over the next couple of hours it 
will begin to regenerate to near the twin cities as the newest computer models are pointing out to us that rain 
will still be in the forecast now at this hour the twin cities just beginning to see the rain we're going to 
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beginning to see the rain we're going to zoom in here into the twin cities area you can see right here here's 
the rain coming in plymouth crystal right into st louis park and this is making its way eastward into downtown 
minneapolis but right now this is all very very light rain not heavy the heaviest right down to the south into 


chaska and savage but again light rain maybe a few hundredths of an inch we're not talking half inches we're 
not talking three quarters of an inches we're talking generally light rain here is the recovery site right here 
and our radar itself not tracking any rainfall in here as of right now but again it's moving in from crystal lake 
and from hopkins that will be in here probably within the next 10 minutes some sprinkles yes but that is about 
it let's take a look at the temperatures and what a difference it is making where you do have the rain in the 
clouds it is 63 in glencoe but is yet to rain in blaine and st paul and it's at 72 and 70. so we can see we're just 
seeing a big cool off once you do get into that area of showers which so far this morning has produced over 
an inch of rain in some parts of western and southwestern minnesota already half inch in mankato high 
temperatures this afternoon guys we're looking at mid to upper 70's in the twin cities just south of us though 
it's going to be in the upper 60's with a good chance of showers and thunderstorms throughout the day there 
is a chance that some of this rain by this evening will try to develop near cambridge rice lake and brainerd so 
at least i'm going to carry a possibility up here of some showers throughout the day as temperatures inch 
their way back in the upper 70s today by and far the biggest problem for the recovery efforts going on will be 
the rain and it shouldn't be too terribly heavy this morning but this afternoon could become locally heavy in 
some spots south of the metro 86 tomorrow no problems with the weather throughout the day on sunday the 
winds will be light tomorrow an ideal summer day coming up and then the beginning of the week windy on 
monday and then stormy monday night into the day on tuesday so overall guys things getting wetter in the 
recovery site but certainly not downpours at this hour back over to you good news there thanks as we've 
been mentioning 
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there thanks as we've been mentioning president bush at this hour on the ground we know he is meeting 
with some victims as well as a lot of the first responders and mark albert actually had the chance to sit down 
with some of those first responders and get some of their personal stories of what they were going through 
on wednesday night as the debris fell and the smoke rose and hundreds ran or crawled to safety these 15 
did the opposite i knew i had to go help people heading to the call of their careers i had no idea was getting 
into the disaster did not discriminate when it chose the victims or the rescuers from the rookie cop on her 
sixth day on the job i just knew that i had to help the injured or the victims that's all i was thinking about was 
helping the people that were on the bridge to the grizzled veteran with 40 years behind the badge it was just 
dead still and quiet with the exception of just the the car radios going a couple of them had their four-way 
flashers on like people had maybe even stopped or realized something was coming and had taken the time 
to turn their flashers on these are the stories of the rescuers the u of m officer who saw the lead cop rear 
ended by an ambulance the officer sent crashing through his windshield we saw him get up and then just 
take off running he left his bike there the ambulance people wanted to stop and check him out but he just 
wanted to go help people and the field training officer who was there near the beginning when for some it 
was the end you want to help them you want to get them safe out of the car or to safety you just can't do it 
and you just feel helpless not helpless certainly not to those families who got their loved ones dying message 
delivered by those officers those rescuers those just heeding the call in minneapolis mark albert 5 
eyewitness news those faces you just saw perhaps some of the faces that the president will meet today 
because we understand he 
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will meet today because we understand he is on the ground now and he's going to be meeting with some of 
the victims families as you mentioned and some of those first responders the first people who were there on 
the scene helping all these as the first lady did just yesterday yesterday well it's only about an hour ago just a 
little less about 8 55 this morning when the president here it is this is a picture from about 8 55 this morning 
as the president landed here in the twin cities coming from andrews air force base about a two hour or so 
flight not in town very long and as he stepped off the plane there jennifer griswold not far away from the 
scene and she joins us now live jenny i don't have her quite yet we'll try to get back to her but obviously he 
actually got there arrived there with some of minnesota's congressional delegation senator norm coleman 
amy klobuchar they're talking to mayor ryback who has been needless to say very involved i don't think he's 


gotten any sleep over the last 72 or so there you can see senator coleman and senator klobuchar and 
representative ellison representative bachmann governor pawlenty and his wife and we understand john 
klein congressman klein is there with him as well several of them then getting into marine one and flying with 
the president those pictures we are expected to get later this afternoon there was what we call a pool camera 
a single camera there that uh actually uh shows how he was reacting to that and later today we will get those 
images as well and perhaps we might even hear i'm not sure if there's going to be audio with that or not but it 
would be interesting to see what the president's perspective is from up in the air like that let's go now to the 
airport minneapolis-st paul international jenny griswold has been standing by all morning jenny and jessica 
you can see air force one is still behind me and they've left it here they've actually put us on the other side of 
this fence we are supposed to remain here until about 10 30. so we know the president will be arriving back 
from marine one sometime after that time of 10 30 all indications fairly soon after that again we keep talking 
about how this will be a very quick trip he came in at about 
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a very quick trip he came in at about nine o'clock a little before nine and then he will be touring the site which 
tom houser said he did see marine one fly over right now it appears he is meeting with victims and other 
rescue recovery workers when he got off the plane we saw that there was the governor governor pawlenty 
and mayor rt ryback who were greeting him there to greet him and the president right away came up and 
shook the governor's hand and he seemed to have some words with very somber serious faces of course as 
he was addressing the governor once he emerged there we then noticed more people coming off the plane 
and those faces of course were very familiar senators klobuchar and coleman also congressman ellison and 
michelle bachmann came off the plane we also saw mary peters with the national transportation department 
bringing many figureheads figureheads in from washington d.c of course it is so important to have that 
presence here we've seen it being on the scene i've seen firsthand all of the local response the local 
response the state response now seeing such an incredible federal response knowing that all parts of the 
country all parts of the world are watching us and caring about us and i think it's important to know that the 
president does care about us of course we also want all of this because we need funding we need money to 
make sure that this doesn't happen again to make sure that we are able to clear the site area and rebuild it 
and of course we need money to make sure that we can take care of the victims and the people that have 
been hurt by this tragedy and the red cross needs money to make sure that they can rebuild and help in 
future disasters i hate to talk about money in times like this but it is just so crucial and we understand from 
senator coleman that they have worked through about 250 million dollars through the house and the senate it 
looks like that will go through it's still working its way through washington it's at an amendment right now that 
the house still needs to pass but again we are getting funding right away we were told we had 5 million 
dollars both sides of the aisle always important 
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both sides of the aisle always important in times of crisis that you see republicans and dflers working 
together to make sure that we get what we need so that we can look toward the future we heard from 
senator coleman this morning on our morning show we had talked to him about how it could take years to 
actually rebuild this bridge people do bring up the fact that we have the republican national convention 
coming into town looks like it probably won't be done in time for that that's just way too soon but at the same 
time we need to start getting things moving again of course we also need to start thinking about the victims 
and the recovery efforts which are still going on so think about what's going on now and also thinking about 
the future and i think that's why it's important to have the president's presence here today all right thanks 
jenny we know you're going to be standing by at the airport when the president leaves again and as you 
mentioned probably within the next hour hour and 15 minutes or so all right thanks so much jenny i want to 
get you uh caught up to date here on just what are the numbers that we're dealing with after this bridge 
collapse on wednesday night officially right now five people are dead there were 96 that were injured 28 of 
those remain hospitalized and five of those are still in critical condition at this hour now some of the 
estimates that we were talking about 60 vehicles have been identified as of right now some of those in the 


water some of those of course on the bridge and some estimates 100 to 150 cars may have been on that 
bridge yeah obviously we're waiting to see if the divers are going to get back in the water word is they may 
be there now they've kind of kept us so far back that it's hard to say but we do know there are 16 to 20 divers 
taking part in this and at least over the last few days they've been doing this in 16 hour shifts 30 minute 
intervals at a time so they're going in the water for 30 minutes and then coming out but there's some rotation 
going on but the water as we've been saying for days now is very muddy it's very murky particularly in the 
area they're at now they are working north of the bridge when they were below the bridge the current was 
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below the bridge the current was actually helping them to some extent but now they're on the other side of 
the bridge and they're working against the current uh visibility we're told only about six inches so six inches 
six inches feet before six inches actually as far as what you can see in front of you so very treacherous 
conditions dealing with those sunken cars and the debris from the bridge and so that's why when you talk 
about this rain that's potentially moving in of course we all know we need the rain here but in a situation like 
this the timing is horrendous the divers are also trying to actually underwater read the license plates trying to 
get some information of uh who may be in there and it's it's difficult when you can only see six inches in front 
of you we're gonna go now to back to tom hauser who is monitoring the president's progress tom yeah the 
president is on the ground he is going to meet with first responders and heroes of the bridge disaster people 
who jumped in they're both the first responders and just the ordinary folks who were on that bridge who 
helped rescue some of their their fellow victims of this disaster we do have a live picture now down on the 
scene if we can take that right now this is what it looks like down there i'm going to try to move a little closer 
to the screen here myself and see what is going on you can see some Officials there in the the foreground uh 
it does not look like at least from this vantage point there's a lot of activity right now but this is the area we 
believe there's a somebody from the media actually that is where though we expect the president to be 
standing sometime within the next 30 to 45 minutes again this is a raw live feed so you'll see some 
interesting things possibly but we believe this is where the president is going to be standing uh now actually 
you do see some divers in the water again this is a live picture there are divers as we mentioned before we 
thought they were in the water today because the weather although it is sprinkling a little bit and overcast out 
here certainly as good a conditions as they could probably expect under the circumstances and you can see 
they are tethered to those lifelines as they go down because it is a very twisted mess in that murky water a 
lot of that rebar sticking out of the slabs of concrete very dangerous for divers only the most experienced 
rescue and recovery divers will go into 
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rescue and recovery divers will go into a situation like this this is certainly not an area where anybody without 
much experience would want to venture into the water but again this is where president bush will give us a 
briefing here sometime we believe in the next half hour so let's take some show you some video from about 
20 minutes ago when the president flew over the scene in marine one we there's actually our live picture of 
the scene where we are right now i believe we have video of the chopper as it flew over there it is there is a 
marine one flying over the scene the president made two passes over the disaster scene the second pass he 
got quite low and they hovered over the scene for a little bit i think he got a very good bird's eye view of what 
the disaster scene is all about i'm sure he could see the divers in the water going about their work and has a 
better understanding of what's going on you can see a lot of people still coming down here from the banks of 
the mississippi trying to watch what's going on down there and of course they came down to see the 
president as he made this visit to the disaster site to see firsthand what is going on this is that was a shot of 
the president from just above us here in this park just down the street from saint anthony maine now the 
president was preceded here by first lady laura bush she was here yesterday she had already planned to be 
here for an event at the university of minnesota and also for an event involving the republican national 
convention and it just so happened she was going to be here on friday so of course she made time to come 
down there you see her hugging first lady mary pawlenty she shook hands with mayor rt ryback and there 
she is with governor poleni and first responders and she saw you know got an idea of what happened you're 


now looking at video from the day this happened this is the immediate aftermath of the disaster but laura 
bush got a firsthand look at what happened she shook hands with the first responders she thanked them for 
everything that they did and told them just how impressed not only she was but how all americans were who 
have watched this unfold over their television sets 
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unfold over their television sets in the last few days and again that was first lady laura bush here yesterday 
president bush now on the ground down there we believe right now meeting with some of the first 
responders himself and also some of the other heroes of this disaster and also family members of the victims 
and we're going back now to that live picture from the scene and again you can see some of the cars still 
down there on the bridge have not moved since this happened at 605 the other night we now believe you 
can see president bush there now standing just beyond him is hennepin county sheriff rich stanek and i'm 
trying to see who else i can identify and there are a couple of other members of the hennepin county sheriff's 
office and i believe they're probably members of the uh recovery effort he may actually be talking it's hard to 
tell but i think he might be talking to a diver right there yeah you can see a man in a wetsuit somebody from 
the hennepin county uh recovery unit he is talking to them i mean the president is leaning now right over the 
water it appears he's shaking hands with one of the divers so he is in fact getting a very uh up close and 
personal view of what is going on this is uh you know incredible access for the president and has to be very 
encouraging for the divers who are in the water who you know this has got to be taking an emotional toll on 
them day after day you know to be down there in these very difficult conditions and some of the things 
they're seeing will be difficult for them even to describe and has to be something they have a hard time 
dealing with so it has to be heartening for them to see the president standing just above them watching as 
they do this very important work again this is a live picture down at the bridge disaster site president bush 
getting not only an aerial tour earlier but now looking right down on the divers just a few feet away getting uh 
the best view possible uh of what's going on so uh jessica and bradley we do expect to 
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uh jessica and bradley we do expect to hear from him from that vantage point we showed you a little while 
ago probably within the next half hour or so okay and we know uh thank you tom we know that sheriff rich 
tanek right there in the dark brown coat standing just behind the president and i from what i could see i guess 
there is the sheriff was probably pointing out just kind of what he's been talking about over the last several 
days and what he's been pointing out to the media over the last day of several days because i don't think 
he's probably gotten any sleep either yeah i don't think any of him he's been down there constantly as tom 
said though it's got to be heartening when you're working in those conditions have the president kind of over 
your shoulder there to say uh keep up the good work it's much appreciated which is something that he had 
mentioned in his radio address earlier today um the uh the attitude of minnesotans and how uh in a situation 
like this uh folks really pull together and that's what we're seeing you know that bridge we've been talking 
about the bridge tom had mentioned it that structure is over 1900 feet long 458 feet of it is actually over the 
water and as we've been saying it uh carries a hundred and or did carry 140 000 vehicles a day 40 years old 
made of concrete and rebar which are rods that help to reinforce that concrete and had been inspected 
several times in 05 and 06 and was set to be replaced not until 2020 question now is why president uh 
hoping uh or at least trying to get some answers i don't think anybody has them yet it's hard to see really i 
guess what he is standing on because by the picture that you're looking at the live picture right down there 
right now it appears that he's essentially right by the water so i'm not quite sure if that is something that's kind 
of been set up or if that is in fact part of the collapse we have heard from so many first responders when this 
first happened the methods that they use to try to get down to presumably where the president is there there 
was no easy way to get there some of them were sliding down beams less than a foot wide doing what they 
could to get to the scene and obviously you 
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scene and obviously you you know here we are going into day number four now from uh from wednesday 
and uh you at least uh secure the area as best you can which obviously allows the the president to get up 
close and personal talk to the guys ntsb is there we have about 19 19 members of the national transportation 
safety board they are the ones investigating this and as we've said earlier there at least yesterday they were 
focused on the southern span which apparently had shifted we're told as much as 50 feet when the rest of 
the bridge kind of went down but didn't shift the way that southern part did so they thought that might be an 
indicator at least didn't say that was you know the cause or that was you know anything miraculous that they 
were looking at but they had discovered that part of the bridge had in fact shifted several feet 50 feet you 
mentioned a little after 10 o'clock here saturday morning the president expected to uh be in the twin cities 
until about 11 45 so uh this live picture you're looking at we believe is actually the picture that we'll use as he 
at some point make some brief remarks that was the plan anyway that he would speak to us as far as what 
he's finding uh whether he's had an opportunity at this point to actually speak to any of the the victims 
themselves we don't know but we know that's part of the plan as well right now you have ntsb you have a 
diver down there that he's clearly talking to and uh members with the sheriff's office go back down to uh tom 
hauser tom all right brad and jessica we want to show you uh the president i believe from a slightly different 
angle this is from one of our own uh cameras uh that is set up not far from us kind of shooting through uh the 
area there you can see uh part of the bridge collapse this is another vantage point from where uh the the 
president is if you look down to the bottom of your screen near the police tape uh you can maybe make out 
uh the president and the others who are standing down there but again this is about as good of a view as 
you can get if you were on the banks of the river otherwise as i mentioned before it is very difficult to get 
down there and now if we can cut back to 


01:12:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v= _DIDSzWku54&t=4320s 





down there and now if we can cut back to the the shot the live shot of the president down there i also want to 
mention that carol mullnow the lieutenant governor and also the transportation commissioner is also down 
there she had to cut short a trip to beijing china she had left on tuesday and of course this disaster happened 
on wednesday she is now back and she was taken some pretty tough questions yesterday about why mndot 
did not do more to shore up this bridge when it was well known for a number of years that it had structural 
deficiencies and she was very vehement in saying that if anybody thought that anybody at mndot was 
intentionally putting people at risk she said they were sadly mistaken and she was very forceful in in denying 
that there was any type of negligence they did the best they could and this was something nobody could see 
coming and again now there you see president bush with senator coleman just ahead of him senator 
klobuchar is also there he may be making his way up to that that podium area the podium area that that that 
podium area that was set up before where he is likely to to speak and so again there you saw norm coleman 
walking by and then rich stanek there is the president and you saw him shaking hands with one of the divers 
and again this is taking place this is a live picture the president has already gone by the scene in marine one 
he's seen it from the air and he is now seeing it there on the ground and we believe that what he is standing 
on is it's hard to say but we think it's a platform that has been set up as part of this emergency recovery effort 
but we're not a hundred percent certain and again the president has kind of gone out of view there but again 
the president hearing from all the key people the governor the senators most importantly the first responders 
who are down there now the recovery people who are telling the president firsthand just how difficult of an 
operation this is and of course the president needs all this information because he needs to know what does 
the federal government need to do there's going to be a lot of expense 
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do there's going to be a lot of expense involved in not only the recovery but also the investigation and then 
the rebuilding and you also saw the ntsb jacket down there i believe that was chairman mark rosenker who 
was the chairman of the national transportation safety board who used to live in minneapolis by the way and 
he will be on the scene here uh in all likelinood for months to come he assured us the other day that he that 
within a year's time they will know what caused this bridge collapse he said it may take a year or so before 
that report comes out but he said in no uncertain terms after they do some rebuilding of this bridge and of the 


disaster debris and get a look at that he said they are going to know definitively what it is that caused this 
that's what he said a couple days ago so far he's standing by that brad and jessica well surely before they 
can get that investigation underway it's going to take months to even just clean up this area yeah well the 
investigation is underway they're doing what they can it's kind of a parallel track along with the recovery but 
and that's one of the things that makes the recovery effort so difficult is that the the people who are doing the 
recovery have to make sure that they don't disturb too much of the scene so that it impacts the investigation 
so that's why you know a lot of people wonder why is it taking so long to get bodies out to get cars out it's a 
very painstaking process you don't want one effort to compromise the other efforts so the recovery and the 
investigation and the clearing of the debris all have to go hand in hand and that is a very complicated 
process given the very difficult circumstances they're working under very tricky it's going to be very 
meticulous tom tell us where you are in reference to the north or south end of the bridge there and and thus 
that kind of indicates where the president is well i am standing right now just at the north end of the stone 
arch bridge which many people are familiar with we're in a park called the main street park it is just a few 
blocks down from saint anthony maine a lot of people familiar with the restaurants and and businesses over 
there so we're just a few blocks from there to the to the west and if you look over my shoulder if we can 
come back live to me for just a moment i will show you as close as we can get 
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can get as close as we can get to the bridge disaster if you look over my shoulder there you will see where 
the bridge buckled there that is only a couple of blocks from university avenue and you those cars that are 
sitting there up on top that is how those cars ended up when this bridge collapsed the people in those cars 
are among the luckiest people on earth right now because another 10 seconds and they would have been 
out on the middle of that bridge instead it's almost like time stood still those cars are sitting exactly where 
they were when the bridge collapsed those people presumably were able to get out of their cars and run for 
safety but again the people just a hundred feet 200 feet ahead of them you know maybe 10 car lengths 
ahead of them probably plunge down either into the river or onto the bank of the river and so again this is 
about all we can see from this particular vantage point and that's pretty much the way it is if you're on foot 
anywhere along the banks of the river they're making it very difficult for people to see exactly what's going on 
down there that's why it's uh important that we have chopper five and important why the president had 
marine one to get a better look uh from the air at the magnitude of this disaster just so difficult to maneuver 
around down there you're right tom thank you thanks tom you know uh congressional delegation obviously 
uh with the president here because what's at stake is about 250 million dollars uh and it's amazing 
democrats republicans really coming together the house unanimously passing that bill went to the senate it 
was passed now it's back to the house and ultimately to the president and i don't think it's a matter of if it will 
be passed just a matter of when and that work being done even already today well we were talking about this 
bridge a little bit and talking about how it buckled and how it came down and we were talking about how on 
one side it it was moved a good 50 feet when it came down john mason is going to show us how 
investigators are using some computer animations and even some before and after pictures uh to help them 
out and the investigation into what happened now 


01:18:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=_DIDSzWku54&t=4680s 





investigation into what happened now has a specific focus the south end of the bridge though the ntsb 
makes it clear that might not be where the failure happened now we want to show you an animation created 
by abc news the south end of the bridge which you see in the front of the picture the foreground fell 
differently than the rest of the bridge shifting 50 feet to the east that could be important let's take another look 
now a closer look from above this is a satellite picture of the 35w bridge before the collapse but take a look 
after the collapse some of the debris the arrow right here see how the debris shifted this way to the east 
about 50 feet the only part of the bridge that did shift the rest of it fell straight down looking closer 
investigators tell us this is the area they will focus on they will focus on the south end of the bridge right here 
in the circled area but they caution it's too early to say if this is where the collapse actually started thank you 
john you know uh in this tragedy there as i guess in any case there are there's some good news and there's 


a lot that happened that actually uh in hearing from investigators that saved lives a lot of things that saved 
those numbers from being higher than they yeah we had um i mean for one uh the rush hour was going on at 
this time so cars were really crawling that uh the bridge design uh was maximized in a way so that uh there 
wasn't a lot above that was actually falling on people but rather it collapsed from below and obviously the 
quick response from cruz the fact that this is so close to the heart of anything crews were able to get there 
interviewed one police officer who was there within three minutes another firefighter who just lived down the 
street and was able to not only get there but she was in the water within minutes making some rescues so 
that is the good again how people reacted so quickly you know also the water we have to talk about that 
because we're talking over the mississippi river here and shallower water because of our drought perhaps 
making things a little bit better for some of the people who ended up in the water you don't have those deep 
water conditions and another thing we need to mention is that because they were doing that construction on 
the bridge 
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construction on the bridge not all of those lanes were open and as you mentioned that traffic wasn't flying by 
as it typically would be at 605 on a work day question is did the construction have anything to do with this 
just one of many questions obviously national transportation safety board is now looking into meantime back 
at the scene uh that i think is uh tom hauser's camera we're seeing there in the distance but we also have a 
camera in place as uh president bush makes his way to it at some point uh presumably within the next 45 or 
so minutes uh with some brief remarks so from what we understand the president has now been in 
minnesota for a good hour and 20 minutes approximately he landed just before 8 55 central time this 
morning and with more on that jennifer griswold she's been staking things out at the airport this morning and 
she joins us live once again jenny and jessica as i mentioned before we are standing by air force one is right 
behind me through this fence we're on the other side where they are doing another security sweep as we 
stand in this area before the president can come back here and we're told that we can get back inside about 
10 30 and so probably an hour or so after that we believe he will be back here to fly on air force one back to 
washington d.c now earlier we saw actually four helicopters take out off from this site it was marine one and 
then three following joining the president on marine one was the governor mayor rt ryback as well as we saw 
amy klobuchar and senator coleman actually come off of air force one with the president and they went into 
marine one so right now we know that they toured the site you are looking at pictures of them touring the site 
as they looked at the damage and the destruction now watching this video it struck me i wonder what they 
are saying to the president right now we heard in those first couple days we heard amy klobuchar say 
bridges in america shouldn't just fall that was a quote from her we heard our governor say that when he 
found out when he heard what happened he couldn't breathe that his heart just 
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he couldn't breathe that his heart just dropped so you have to wonder what our lawmakers who are from 
here they are not just lawmakers they are citizens are saying to the president as they tour this site and now 
that he is on the ground and we understand that he is talking to emergency workers emergency workers that 
we've talked to ourselves i know i talked to one man who was a red cross worker who actually was just on 
his way home from work we know red cross is right by this site and as he was walking or as he was driving 
up he saw what had happened he got out of his car and just began screaming for people to get out of their 
cars and to leave if they were okay and to begin finding some safety and he began giving aid to some of 
these people now these are the stories we've heard over the last few days and the stories that people will be 
sharing with the president right now we're taking a look at the president talking to the hennepin county sheriff 
and talking to recovery workers also wondering what those recovery workers are saying to the president 
what they saw and you have to wonder what the president thinks of this as we've mentioned the president 
has seen so many different national disaster sites but this one to us is something that we've never seen 
before and we can never imagine could happen here close to home and i think it is a relief in some sense to 
see that the president is here the first lady yesterday lawmakers coming to show that they care they want to 
know what happened they are willing and dedicated to give us all the funds all the means necessary to move 


forward as we've been mentioning all morning important thing we have heard is that they are looking to pass 
250 million dollars through the house and senate so that we can get funding so that we can begin rebuilding 
the bridge i've talked to just friends and family about this and they say it's odd to talk about rebuilding the 
bridge when there are still victims that we know about that are still trapped in the wreckage that are in this 
rubble that there are still families out there who know that they have loved ones missing and 
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that they have loved ones missing and are still clinging on to hope even though days continue to pass but we 
do need to move forward in some ways and hopefully the president taking this in firsthand looking over it 
those shots we've seen overhead and now looking at it from the ground these will trigger him and other 
lawmakers to say we need to push forward to make sure the people in minnesota have what they need to 
continue to go on with a better sense of life after this terrible tragedy brad and jess all right thanks jenny i 
want to ask you a question just because we've been talking about weather here today and i noticed that uh it 
seems to be a little bit windier out there you've in fact put your coat on uh is it raining out there kind of how is 
weather playing into this because that could be a significant uh part that rescuers have to deal with today 
well it is it's windy it's rainy it's cloudy we've seen it off and on all morning it's just kind of been sprinkling out 
here we do know that for a while they were talking about whether the president was actually going to be 
allowed to go up in the helicopter because of conditions and they decided that he could that he didn't need to 
go in ground transport so i guess there's some indication that if the people who work for the president believe 
that it's okay for him to be touring this area that the weather isn't as big of an issue as we may have thought 
so if it's that way in the air hopefully it'll be that way in the water as well for these recovery efforts because as 
we've been hearing days on end the sheriff yesterday saying that these conditions in the water are just 
treacherous as you can imagine thousands of tons of concrete and metal just falling into the river that 
creates its own currents and it's also so much debris and with recovery efforts going on in there you don't 
want to jeopardize the safety of the workers they're already putting their their lives at risk and that's why 
we've seen some people thinking it's been too slow that workers need to get in there and start recovering 
these bodies but we don't want them to be at risk of losing their own lives trying to help push this forward so 
they've been saying 
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push this forward so they've been saying that they just go in for a little bit of time do what they can and then 
come out when they need to and i think we all believe that it's best for them to be safe while they're working 
on this fred jessica you know she's absolutely jenny she brings up a good point talking about the fact that 
while all of this is going on the president's there the investigation is is there uh but there are people missing 
you know we had heard at one point about the rebuilding already but the rebuilding yeah i mean and that's 
got to be obviously the first priority here at one point we heard upwards of 30 people the new numbers 
maybe uh as many or as few as as eight people are still missing uh and that's got to be the priority and when 
you're working in those conditions you need to be very methodical i think they're they're taking each little 
piece at a time as they work their way underwater there but again we were talking earlier you can only see 
about six inches in front of you and you know the reason they're talking we all Know the reason they're 
talking about rebuilding already we know construction projects here in minnesota take a long time you know 
we deal with that every summer just because we have a shortened summer and so obviously rebuilding a 
bridge is gonna they're talking taking a couple years here you know to secure the funding and to actually get 
the building done it's going to be a couple years and our delegation wants to put this on the fast track but i 
think he can only move so fast tom hauser let's go back to you all right brad jessica again this is the vantage 
point we have that area where i mentioned before time stood still at 605 on wednesday night this is the 
vantage point that we have the president is just to the right of that and down below getting a first hand look at 
this and i'm sure he's very mindful of what you were talking about a moment ago that there are in fact victims 
still in the water including we believe a construction worker the only construction worker we believe who is 
missing after this disaster there's a woman down there who had a two-year-old in her back seat and that 


woman herself was pregnant they are are still missing and unaccounted for and i'm sure the president is 
mindful of all of that and respectful of that while he is on this scene giving support to the divers as they go 
about this painstaking search and we 
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go about this painstaking search and we do expect to hear from the president about some of his emotions 
regarding what he's seen down there also we expect to hear him maybe address some of the just to touch 
on anyway some of the political considerations in terms of how are they going to help minnesota and 
minnesotans recover from this financially we expect the president will at least make some reference to that 
although we expect him mostly to talk about the heroic efforts of so many first responders also talk about his 
emotions of meeting some of the victims families and hearing first hand what they're going through and so 
that's going to be very interesting let's take a look now at some i believe this is some video that we had fed in 
is that correct this is actually a live picture no this is this is video this is what the president was looking at out 
of his window on marine one and we'll get a better idea here in a moment you can see as they were flying 
over the river again this was at about 9 25 or so it is 10 20 now so this is a little less than an hour ago this 
was the view from the president's helicopter and the helicopter that was accompanying him on this pass over 
the disaster site again they made two passes the second one much lower than the first so the president 
could get a a better view of what happened and there he can see really the extent of what happened how 
this bridge just looks like a part of a jigsaw puzzle the way it collapsed and in some cases kind of pancaked 
right down either on the bank of the river or into the river itself again this span is i forget the exact dimension 
about 1400 feet long but about 500 feet of that is over the river so the bridge did collapse both on the shores 
and also into the river and again this is roughly what the president saw less than an hour ago he is now on 
the ground meeting with first responders and victims families but certainly he 
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and victims families but certainly he now has a much better perspective he will also be able to see from this 
vantage point how important this particular bridge is to commerce here in the twin cities the fact that it's a 
major artery getting from one side of the metro area to another there are other bridges of course but this one 
carried i think 140 000 cars a day those cars have to go somewhere so the president will understand that this 
is going to create a major bottleneck and be a very difficult time for our infrastructure here in the twin cities in 
terms of moving people and products and whatnot throughout the twin cities so 35w one of the major 
interstates in the country i mean it runs all the way from texas up to up here to the twin cities so this is a and 
beyond of course and so this is a very major federal artery a major part of the interstate highway system and 
again this is what the president was getting a look at a while ago brad and jessica tom it's kind of an 
unrelated note we had gotten some word are you guys are you seeing any protesters there yes we we had 
one uh trying in vain to get uh behind our camera but just one or two with a sign and but that's all we've seen 
i may have seen more across the river when i was looking across the river i may have seen some more 
protest signs over there but they're kind of scattered about it's really hard to get anywhere near the president 
yeah i would imagine so how far tom do you think you are away from the river uh how far am i from the river 
yeah oh not very far i mean the stone arch bridge is right here the river is just down below us the problem is 
there were a lot of very large mature trees you know in fact eric wants to show what's over here this is the 
southeast steam plant energy plant for the university of minnesota right beyond that is the bridge disaster 
scene but you can see then there are you know police who are blocking off the road to get down there and 
then again if we pan over a little bit more you'll see that scene we've been showing you so much where the 
these people who were 
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so much where the these people who were just 10 seconds from being you know victims themselves and 
plunging off the side of the bridge again these people are among the luckiest are among the luckiest people 
in the world we are now back to a live camera that pool feed from the president's visit i'm going to take a 


closer look at the monitor here and see what we can see and not a lot of activity down there right now there's 
president bush i believe now without with a hard hat on is that what i'm seeing that's that time okay and i'm 
trying to see if i get an idea of who he's talking to and you know and i believe now is that is that the school 
bus i believe that's the school bus where those 60 children yeah i mean as we see we're evacuated out that 
back door i believe that back door is still open and that is one of the miraculous stories of this entire disaster 
is that those 60 children got off that bus safely the president getting a first-hand look at that brad jessica you 
know and i'm wondering here in fact tom uh if this gentleman standing next to the president had something to 
do with getting those kids off the school bucks it's hard to tell by just the side shot there but i kind of 
recognize his face yeah it's hard it's hard for me to tell on on the monitor we're not getting the greatest 
reception out here right now but that that is certainly a possibility certainly pointing to that school bus no 
question that is the bus and you can see how close president bush can actually get to it as he examines this 
wreckage as we're looking at these pictures we also want to let you know that again the the divers are in the 
water and the word from the hennepin county sheriff's office rick rich stanek is that there's going to be a 
briefing at one o'clock this afternoon that will be the next briefing as far as how those divers are making out 
we do know that yesterday they located i think about six vehicles did not find any bodies in those vehicles but 
the word we're getting there could be uh as few as or as many i guess i should say as eight people still 
missing all the while this is going on which you're looking at live right now of course the work continues for 
those crews and 
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the work continues for those crews and the president was down there just within the last probably 10-15 
minutes talking with some of those divers but that appears to be the gentleman on the right there standing 
next to the president i believe that we've probably seen him was it in the school bus not in the school bus but 
rescued some of those kids and was helping some of those kids pulling out the back door getting them out of 
the bus i think i recognize his face from some of the well tv screens that i've been watching the last time and 
as we've been saying all along uh everyday folks are the ones who were truly the first responders here they 
were the ones who were either on the scene or were on the banks and ran over to the scene the first 
responders the ones who really made the difference and no doubt saved lives here's something new that we 
have not seen over the last several days at least i haven't seen the american flag draped over i'm not sure if 
that is the actual bridge if that's just a bridge nearby and people are standing up there looking down it looks 
like perhaps some construction workers and perhaps some police officers are standing up there and from 
what we understand that is a live picture it's 10 27 right now and uh we are awaiting uh the remarks from 
president bush it looks like he is making his way uh over to the camera along with uh mayor ryback you see 
as well uh the congressional district the congressional delegation i should say governor tim pawlenty there 
uh all of our city state and uh federal leaders uh on the scene with the president as he continues to tour the 
site we understand he is supposed to be talking sometime in the next uh i would imagine half hour and it 
appears he could be making his way as you just mentioned over to the podium that has been set up and if so 
we will certainly bring you those remarks from the president but again he's been in town now for roughly an 
hour and a half hour and 35 minutes arrived on air force one just a little bit before nine o'clock this morning 
he's still saying hello and i would imagine quite a bit of thank yous to all those rescue personnel down there 
expected to leave on air force one and only about an hour and 20 minutes from now so just a very brief visit 
to say thanks 


01:36:05 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v= _DIDSzWku54&t=5765s 





governor palletti you know it's interesting to note it appears is uh going to be calling a special session tom 
houser maybe we can get you in on that i know we're looking maybe after labor day uh but first tom you got 
some new information for us yeah the the we want to clarify the man that president bush was talking to a 
moment ago near that bus was gary babano his name had momentarily escaped me but gary babineau was i 
believe a truck driver on the bridge who was a victim himself who jumped out and helped rescue those 60 
kids off of that bus and he has had some just very poignant uh interviews over the last few days about how 
he thought he was going to die and he himself i believe has a pregnant fiance at home and we've talked to 


both her and to gary on a couple of occasions and and he you know himself uh felt you know that he was 
very fortunate to not uh have been killed in this accident i mean he was again seconds away from plunging 
off that bridge but instead his truck ended up right near that bus he got out and helped rescue those kids so 
he is one of the heroes of this bridge disaster who president bush is meeting with today brad and he is still as 
we look at this live picture the president walking around with of course governor pawlenty first lady mary 
pawlenty minneapolis mayor rt rabbik and right behind him is who you mentioned gary bavano i thought i 
recognized that face there was one of the lucky ones yeah and you guys had mentioned too brad they're 
getting back to that special session possibility i would say that a special session is about a 95 percent 
certainty and i would say the idea of a gas tax increase also probably about in that same level of probability 
the entire political dynamic of that debate has now changed because of this bridge disaster this is not to say 
that had they passed the transportation bill last year or even the year before that this bridge would have been 
in any different shape or anything differently would have happened but this day going forward clearly 
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but this day going forward clearly they're going to everyone is going to look at transportation and our 
transportation infrastructure in a much different way and so i believe the president sometime or the governor 
sometime after labor day will call a special session he himself signaled yesterday that he is now open to the 
idea of a gas tax increase could be anywhere from a nickel to a dime per gallon gas tax increase but he also 
wants some of his transportation plan that was also voted down last year which involves a lot of borrowing 
billions of dollars in in borrowing over a number of years to help improve the road and bridge situation here in 
minnesota so those are some of the things we're going to be hearing about certainly in the in the days and 
weeks to come i guess politics really is all about timing because the governor vetoing similar bills at least two 
other times right tom yeah and that's why the political dynamic here has changed uh you know incredibly and 
again this bridge is just one of thousands i think the figure now was like 70 000 in the country that are in this 
same rating category this one unfortunately is one that fell down and again the ntsb is trying to figure out why 
that happened and again as you look at these live pictures it is still amazing now that it's a few days since 
the disaster some of these cars that are still again just frozen in time as day after day uh goes by and it really 
every time you look at this video or live pictures of the scene and these are some of the best close-up live 
pictures we've had now since uh 605 wednesday or at least in the hour or two after this disaster on 
wednesday and you're really getting a good idea every time you look you see something new that you didn't 
see before and that just gives you an idea of just the magnitude and how many cars and how many people 
were involved tom i have a question for you getting back to that gas tax because we know politics plays into 
this but i can't imagine that you would want to be the lawmaker who's going to vote this down so how do you 
how does that play how is that going to play out does it just ease through the the debate now i believe is not 
going to be over 
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i believe is not going to be over whether there's going to be a gas tax increase it's going to be the the size of 
it my guess is there will be some kind of a compromise somewhere between a nickel and a dime per gallon 
and then the governor will get what he wanted which was to borrow a lot of money to also pay for projects so 
pay for some of them as you go with an increase in the gas tax which by the way has not been increased 
since 1988 so it's been nearly 20 years since that's gone up and of course the buying power of the existing 
gas tax isn't nearly what it was because 20 years have gone by and again another one of those poignant live 
pictures we're looking at so the debate is going to be not whether there will be a gas tax increase i believe it 
will be what is going to be the number what are they going to agree on what the governor just vetoed was a 
seven and a half cent gas tax increase that would have gone up i believe it would have been indexed over 
the next couple years would have eventually gone up to a dime i believe but he vetoed that and they did not 
have enough votes to override it but all of that has changed now the governor's signaling he will look at that 
he will likely call a special session and i think it's about a 95 probability there will be a special session and 
the gas tax increase with a major transportation funding plan and i would imagine that special session 
wouldn't take very long either tom huh no it would probably take just a few days but i know house speaker 


margaret kelleher said yesterday this would not necessarily be a limited agenda it might not just be 
transportation there's also some other things that some unfinished business from some governor vetoes 
about local aid to governments they need some money as well to help with their own infrastructure so but it 
would likely be a short session you're right brad but the number of topics might expand beyond 
transportation but certainly that would be the most important thing that they would do and that would be the 
only reason why they would have a special session because i interviewed the governor a week or So ago on 
my at issue program and at that point before all this happened he said there was almost no chance of a 
special session well now in the light of this it's almost a certainty that will be won and tom on the federal level 
it's 
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and tom on the federal level it's amazing when congress wants to get something done how quickly they can 
approve this 250 million i know it's not a done deal but it's pretty close well the amazing thing was there was 
five million dollars approved by the president and the transportation secretary within hours of this happening 
money that can be used for clean up of the debris and also to initially get the rerouting of traffic uh going 
because that is expensive that whole project they've already done on 280 to block it off and turn it kind of into 
an interstate that costs money that 5 million was available immediately and now this 250 million dollars will 
be passing in fact congress is in session today and it will likely be finalized sometime today how soon it will 
get here we don't know but it is amazing how quickly the country can work together in the face of a disaster 
like this and how quickly congress can work together but don't be fooled the the debate in congress and in 
the state legislature once the trauma of this wears off a little bit it's never going to totally go away but once 
people start focusing more on the politics it is going to get very rancorous both at the federal and the state 
level because there are still going to be very vigorous debates about how much money is going to be 
devoted to this and how much taxes will be increased to pay for it well that kind of leads into my next 
question for you tom we're talking you know the special session wouldn't start before labor day why is that 
when we know that there needs to be money out there to rebuild this why can't you just get it going right 
away well the at the state level they're not going to need that funding is more for the long term immediately 
there is federal money coming in so the federal money because this is part of the federal interstate system 
that can almost completely be covered by federal money especially in the first 90 days that's the way the law 
reads in the first 90 days of a major disaster on a highway system the first 90 days the federal government 
picks up the entire tab so the state has a lot of time to figure things out and you got to remember labor day is 
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and you got to remember labor day is only a month away so they will get to work on a package that will look 
into the future to make sure that something like this doesn't happen again there will be money to speed up 
bridge inspections speed up bridge projects i think you're going to you're going to see all of that and i'm sure 
work is already underway on a very comprehensive plan but again it is not going to be achieved without 
some partisan ranker it's just the way things are we saw it after 9 11. we're going to see it now everybody 
comes together for a few days or maybe even weeks after a tragedy like this but it almost always ends up 
back into some form of partisan debate but really that's what democracy is all about and they'll get it worked 
out and maybe one of the good things that will come out of this is that there is going to be an emphasis put 
on improving and shoring up our infrastructure not just in minnesota but across the country all right thank you 
tom you're the expert and i wanted to get that question out because i know if you know if this had affected my 
family personally that would be a question that i would want answered i appreciate it tom we want to go now 
to uh the mother-in-law of that gentleman right there in the light blue shirt that you were just looking at gary 
babineau who was a truck driver on that bridge on wednesday night when it collapsed somebody who really 
helped he fortunately made it out and he helped those kids on that school bus that we've all seen pictures of 
are you on the phone with us i am good morning thanks for joining us as you see this is your your son-in-law 
right yes as you see your son-in-law with president bush how does that make you feel proud very very proud 
we're so happy to to see him on the air and and have him with us are you surprised at the action that he took 
no he's always been just a wonderful kind loving and generous man vicki had he talked at all about this 


opportunity getting to meet the the president and and be escorted around and you know shake his hand and 
talk with him personally i mean we saw for a moment there it was just the two of them oh no gosh since all 
this happened i've only been able to talk to his uh the mother of his child my daughter 
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uh the mother of his child my daughter elizabeth and uh gary's just been so awfully busy and and uh we're 
just awfully proud of him so no i haven't had a chance i was gonna go out this morning and have coffee with 
them but they said they had to go meet the president no doubt a once-in-a-lifetime right right i can 
understand that all the all the uh all the first responders and the other heroes and i only wish every mother 
every family had um had a happy ending to their family uh situation in this tragedy absolutely true we see 
him there on the left as it looks like the news conference could get started very shortly you know you got a 
once in a lifetime chance to speak to the president what do you think he told him i think he told him what 
happened what he did what he was thinking what he was feeling thinking about his baby and then when he 
heard the children on the school bus i'm sure he was describing to the president that his only thought was i 
have to find a way to get over there and help those kids you know we've heard so much from him in the last 
few days just about his help how about him did he go to the hospital yes he got to the doctor yesterday and 
his injuries apparently uh cannot be fully determined yet because of the the body's reaction perhaps it's you 
know swollen and injured um so the diagnosis the final diagnosis and treatment is yet to be determined so 
we'll we'll find out what the doctor told him to go home and rest until wednesday or thursday and then i'll take 
another look at him and and see how he what form the help needs let me ask you vicki for those of us who 
haven't heard that story kind of run through what he did on wednesday well he was coming home from work 
and he said the truck took a nosedive he was alive because of the seat belt thought he was dead thought of 
his baby and then he landed there were cars going in the water all around him and he realized he was alive 
he got out apparently helped another woman out of her car then heard the children and found a way to climb 
up there and and help those kids along with a couple other fellas get out of the bus and 
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other fellas get out of the bus and and off of the concrete structure onto some land and then he uh called his 
uh called his wife come get me yeah the gentleman we're talking about of course is that gentleman in the 
blue jeans there and the light blue button up shirt uh standing amid all of those uh uniformed personnel and 
there's the president and it looks like he's gonna speak let's go in of america i bring prayers and from the 
american people to those who've suffered loss of life as a result of the collapse of the 35w bridge here in the 
twin cities bring the prayers of those who wonder about whether they'll ever see a loved one again first i want 
to thank the governor and the mayor and the senators members of the congress for working in a coordinated 
way to respond to this tragedy i have met with the chief of police and the sheriff rescue workers people who 
represent men and women who are working as hard as they possibly can to save life and to find life to go 
under these murky waters to find the facts and it's going to take a while but i have been impressed by not 
only their determination but have been impressed by their compassion i have met people that uh were on the 
bridge i met a man who was on the bridge when it collapsed his instinct was to run to a school bus of 
screaming children and to help bring them to safety it's uh you know we have an amazing country where 
people's 
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country where people's instinct first instinct is to help save life and a lot of people's first instincts here in the 
twin cities was to save the lives of somebody who was hurting and i know the people of this community thank 
those their fellow citizens who did that i'm here with the secretary of transportation because our message to 
the twin cities is we want to get this bridge rebuilt as quick as possible we understand this is a main artery of 
life here that people count on this bridge and this highway system to get to work you know there's a lot of 
paperwork involved with government and one of our jobs is to work with the governor and the mayor and the 
senators and the members of the congress to cut through that paperwork and to see if we can't get this 


bridge rebuilt in a way that not only expedites the flow of traffic but in a way that can stand the test of time i 
make no promises on a timetable i do promise that uh that mary peters the secretary of transportation is 
going to be in charge of this project i do promise she's going to listen to the local authorities to find out what 
the folks here need i do promise that when she sees roadblocks and hurdles in the way of getting the job 
done she'll do everything she can to eliminate them you know out of these tragedies can come a better life 
and i haven't visited with the people here believe that uh not only they committed to a better life not only they 
committed to turning something ugly into something good but it's going to happen so i'm proud to be with you 
thank you for your leadership god bless the people of this part of the world thank you brief statement there 
from president 
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brief statement there from president bush as he uh shakes the hand of the sheriff and the mayor and others 
he spent uh at this point we're coming on two hours that he's been just about two hours he's been here and 
four minutes is all it took uh to make those comments offering prayers to the to the missing and uh to those 
who've passed away and the families thanking the governor the mayor the congressional delegation the 
rescuers who he says their first instinct is to save lives and as we've been talking about the one gentleman 
and his mother-in-law that's exactly um exactly what they've done secretary of transportation mary peters uh 
will be in charge of this project from this point forward and uh as the president said i think what we take out of 
this is we want to get this bridge rebuilt as soon as possible and he'll try to cut through the red tape to make 
that happen he admits there's lots of paperwork in government and he is urging of course the governor 
congress and mary peters secretary of transportation to kind of cut through that and get this done asap he 
said he was impressed with the compassion and the determination of those rescuers who are out there he 
spent a lot of time down by the water and just talking with that gentleman gary babineau who was on the 
interstate when it collapsed and who helped rescue those kids out of that bus so he's got some first-hand 
accounts there the president he was not promising any sort of a timetable did not promise a timetable on 
completion of a bridge let's go back to uh tom houser get his thoughts tom yeah and as i expected he did talk 
again as we look at some live pictures here of there's gary babineau again walking off the area not sure 
exactly where the president is but as i expected he touched only briefly on the political aspects of this as you 
see that's mary peters right there she is the transportation secretary in the bush cabinet mostly in the fact 
that there's a lot of paperwork in government and he's going to help cut through that paperwork and so are 
these two people that's senator norm coleman and senator amy klobuchar they're going to be a couple of the 
lead players there is president bush and hennepin county sheriff rich stanek this folks is about as up close 
and 
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this folks is about as up close and personal as we're going to get this morning to the president and our 
members of our congressional delegation and there of course you see the rescue efforts going on down 
below where the president just was now again he talked just briefly about some of the political considerations 
the paperwork in washington and about how he wants to cut through that and how he plans to have mary 
peters his transportation secretary cut through that he says that will happen he said quote we're going to try 
to turn something ugly into something good and i think that's what everybody would like to see not just here 
in minnesota but across the country where a lot of bridges are in this same type of shape he says they want 
to get this bridge rebuilt as soon as possible what we don't know right now is what that means we don't know 
what is possible how long it could take because as you can see from these live pictures the scene is still 
pretty much the way it looked at 605 wednesday we don't expect it to change a great deal here possibly for 
days or weeks as they try to continue the recovery effort and also before they even get to starting to clear the 
debris and there you can see some other reporters getting rich stanic's name right sending that across the 
country right now but president bush getting ready to leave the scene we expect he's going to fly out at about 
11 30 this morning but he said also that he was impressed by the determination and the dedication and the 
compassion of the first responders you saw about an hour ago we showed him shaking hands with some of 
the divers while they were in the water just really kind of a of a neat moment in some ways reminiscent of 


when he stood on that pile of rubble after 9 11 and got up there with the bull horn and promised you know 
we're going to rebuild and he said that in this not as dramatic a fashion today but he did say we are going to 
get this bridge rebuilt as soon as possible he also highlighted just how important this bridge is to the twin 
cities getting people to work getting goods and and products to where they have to go it's a very important 
part of our economy up here but today first and foremost he was concerned about the victims and the victims 
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about the victims and the victims families and he talked right at the beginning about the victims families who 
won't see family members again and how difficult it was to hear some of those stories so president bush i 
think will leave the twin cities with a much better understanding of how important this bridge is about what a 
devastating event this has been for the twin cities and i think he's going to have a very good understanding 
of the magnitude of the cleanup here and the magnitude of the federal help that is going to be required in 
order for minnesota to recover from this brad and jessica and you know whether you agree or disagree with 
his politics the president being here is a huge morale boost for all of those folks it is and he came here on a 
saturday morning when traffic is much lighter there's not nearly as many people down here as there were in 
the immediate aftermath of this tragedy i was down here all day on thursday and it was there were thousands 
of people down here now far fewer people so he's not really being that disruptive in terms of his motorcade 
because he did fly in here after all on marine one he'll fly back to the airport now and then fly out because he 
certainly didn't want to do anything to hamper the efforts here but i think the men and women who are in the 
water down there right now truly appreciate the fact that the president of the united states was here 
encouraged them thanked them for what they're doing and that is going to have to carry them for the next 
days or weeks as they continue this painstaking effort and none of us can even imagine what it's like to go 
underwater where they say it's like diving by braille you just have to go by feel and remember they're looking 
for bodies down there they're looking for human beings and that's going to be difficult for anyone we can't 
even imagine what they're going through so i'm sure they were very appreciative of the fact the president 
came here to say thank you to them and also for him just to see firsthand how dedicated and compassionate 
they are the president calling 35w a main artery of life not promising any sort of a timetable but out there of 
course the republican national convention uh at this point uh just a year or so away 
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away you know there's some speculation if this changes anything but you're hearing it shouldn't i don't think 
it's going to change anything in fact there was a big meeting that laura bush was here for yesterday because 
the the convention the bulk of it is going to be over at the excel energy center in st paul now there's going to 
be a lot of people staying over here in minneapolis there will be a lot of events going on at the convention 
center and hotels over here in minneapolis but we have more than a year to figure out how to do that there's 
going to be a lot of mass transit involved i assure you of that so hopefully that will keep the disruptions to a 
minimum and you got to remember that convention is just four days long so that shouldn't be something that 
is insurmountable even though this very important artery is going to be down uh much of that convention is 
you know going to be taking place over in st paul and again it's more than a year away plenty of time for us 
to figure out how to do that here is president bush again this is a live picture again look at as you see him 
walk by that twisted metal and steel the girders from that bridge the trusses from the bridge and there you 
see a lot of the first responders from the hennepin county sheriff's office this is not live i understand this is 
now the videotape that from a different vantage point while the president was speaking and you see while he 
was speaking there's mayor rt ryback governor tim pawlenty first lady mary paleni senator amy klobuchar 
norm coleman is also there lieutenant governor uh carol mulna i think was there although i may have 
mistaken her for mary peters to transportation and it may have been mary peters i was saying they both have 
blonde hair and look somewhat alike from a distance so but mary peters the transportation secretary is 
definitely there this is her second visit here i spoke with her on thursday when she was here so this is her 
second visit in three days so she certainly has an idea of of what the magnitude of this disaster is all about 


and she of course has the transportation department on top of all this and again this is president bush when 
he was speaking just a few minutes ago talking one interesting thing was he talked about what a great 
country this is where for most people their first 
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where for most people their first instinct is to help save lives and that was one of the things he said he's 
going to take away from this again after all the disaster scenes he's been to he is still amazed over and over 
again that the first instinct of americans is to help save lives and he was so impressed talking to gary babano 
who helped save lives on that school bus and also pulled another woman out of her car after he himself was 
nearly killed in this disaster we do know a lot of folks are joining us uh within the hour here just joining us 
may have missed uh what the president had to see say just about 10 to 15 minutes ago so let's listen again 
at uh president bush uh speaking uh at the at the scene here behalf of the citizens of uh of america bring 
prayers and from the american people to those who've suffered loss of life as a result of the collapse of the 
35 w bridge here in the twin cities bring the prayers of those who wonder about whether they'll ever see a 
loved one again first i want to thank the governor and the mayor and the senators members of the congress 
for working in a coordinated way to respond to this tragedy i have met with the chief of police and the sheriff 
rescue workers people who represent men and women who are working as hard as they possibly can to 
save life and to find life to go under these murky waters to find the facts and it's going to take a while but i 
have been impressed by not only their determination but have been impressed by their compassion i have 
met people that uh were on the bridge 
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bridge i met a man who was on the bridge when it collapsed his instinct was to run to a school bus of 
screaming children and to help bring them to safety it's a and we have an amazing country where people's 
instinct first instinct is to help save life and a lot of people's first instincts here in the twin cities was to save 
the lives of somebody who is hurting and i know the people of this community thank those their fellow 
citizens who did that i'm here with the secretary of transportation because our message to the twin cities is 
we want to get this bridge rebuilt as quick as possible we understand this is a main artery of life here that 
people count on this bridge and this highway system to get to work you know there's a lot of paperwork 
involved with government and one of our jobs is to work with the governor and the mayor and the senators 
and the members of the congress to cut through that paperwork and to see if we can't get this bridge rebuilt 
in a way that uh not only expedites the flow of traffic but in a way that can stand the test of time i make no 
promises on a timetable i do promise that that mary peters the secretary of transportation is going to be in 
charge of this project i do promise she's going to listen to the local authorities to find out what the folks here 
need i do promise that when she sees roadblocks and hurdles in the way of getting the job done she'll do 
everything she can to eliminate them you know out of these tragedies can come a better life and i haven't 
visited with the people here believe 
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the people here believe that uh not only they committed to a better life not only they committed to turning 
something ugly into something good but it's gonna happen so i'm proud to be with you thank you for your 
leadership god bless the people of this part of the world thank you you're just listening to the president's 
comments he spoke just about 15 minutes ago we just wanted to replay those for you only spoke about four 
minutes after touring that destruction area down there and speaking with as you just heard him say one of 
the gentlemen who was on that bridge as i collapsed and then helped some kids get out of that school bus 
and that gentleman in fact we're in the process of getting an interview with him now so quite possibly in the 
next little bit we'll hear from him uh if not of course later on what does this mean though that's the big 
question what does this bridge failure mean for other bridges around the state of minnesota we know four of 
them are being inspected and these days over the last few days you drive across a bridge and you have to 
wonder as a result the state is reviewing and examining at least four of the bridges and allison triarcy has 


more on that engineers maneuvered toward the steel arches peering closely at the structure looking for and 
finding rust crumbling concrete this is the bridge near saint cloud on highway 23. and we will fund it whatever 
the cost hours later mndot pressed by reporters was emphatic cost doesn't interfere with bridge safety there 
are no budgetary constraints none at all either were there budgetary constraints on addressing safety issues 
with bridges or anywhere else on the system with the collapse of the 35w bridge mndot's inspection system 
is in question over and over again were we providing maintenance and on that bridge the answer is yes on a 
regular basis as a matter of fact we were doing that right now and now engineers painstakingly inspect the 
other bridges of similar design in osceola wisconsin they looked at steel reliability of the bridge finding again 
more cracked concrete on a bridge that spans across the saint croix 
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bridge that spans across the saint croix river we're looking for any new corrosion anything that's moved 
anything that's cracked any so any changing condition engineers found several surface areas of decay but 
mndot says firmly these four bridges are safe if there was a bridge that we thought needed immediate 
replacement or was not fit for service we would close it that was allison triarcy reporting you know just a 
couple of days ago on wednesday evening when this all happened i was speaking with an expert a former 
commissioner of transportation here in our state under uh governor former governor rudy perpet and he tells 
me 20 000 bridges in the state of minnesota alone and he thought his guess was that perhaps between 40 
and 50 percent of them were deficient in some way that doesn't mean significant deficiencies but perhaps 
some rusting in some small flocks what it does mean though is that these bridges are still supposed to be 
safe i mean this bridge was as they call it structurally deficient but wasn't going to be totally replaced for 
another 13 years until 2020. um let's get tom hauser back in on this tom you know we're hearing from the 
president money is coming is it going to be enough well we're not going to know yet because we don't know 
what it's going to cost to replace this bridge estimates have been somewhere in the 200 to 250 million dollar 
range that's just to replace the bridge that doesn't include the cleanup and the debris and all that i want to 
give you some historical perspective on this to a lot of people because this bridge disaster is just going on 
what 72 hours now to many people this whole idea of deficient bridges is brand new but in reality it is not in 
doing research on a story that i'm working on for next week i came across some stories in our own files at 
kstp one of them from 1987 20 years ago where a report came out about the state of our crumbling bridges 
not just in minnesota but across the country it was so bad on the lake street bridge which has since by the 
way been replaced that bridge was so deficient that when buses traveled across it they were 
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buses traveled across it they were mandated by law to only cross at about 20 miles per hour because that 
bridge was so unsafe at the time this is not a new problem this is a problem that has been neglected through 
many administrations this is not something new since governor tim pelleni has taken office that 1987 report 
came out probably while while len levine was the transportation commissioner and rudy perch was the 
governor there has been you know governor carlson after that then governor ventura now governor pelleni 
we haven't had a major transportation funding plan new funding plan in this state in about 20 years so it has 
been neglected by many administrations and by members of both parties because they have not been able 
to agree on a compromise to put more money into our infrastructure i think all of that is going to change now 
not just that we're also talking at least i've heard some talk about re-examining the inspection process and 
even the standards by which do we measure bridges and their safety yeah you got to remember the 
interstate highway system is is only about 50 years old they started building interstate highways i believe 
during the eisenhower administration back in the 1950s so a lot of these bridges this particular bridge was 
built in 1967 it is about 40 years old about middle age or approaching middle age certainly not in its old age 
there are older bridges in the state and around the country but a lot of the bridges in the on the interstate 
system and not just the interstates but anywhere are now getting to be a hundred years old or more and they 
need to be replaced there's hopefully not a lot of those left anymore but there are bridges in some of our 
older cities like boston in new york and philadelphia where there are bridges that are very old and look very 
rickety and look much worse than this bridge did that's what makes this so scary is that why did this bridge 


fall down when many others have not there were not many others no none others none other have fallen so 
this is just one of those situations where we got to wait and see what this investigation shows because this 
bridge was only 40 years old which by bridge standards 
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by bridge standards is not terribly old hey tom change the subject has the president left that scene there as 
far as we can tell he did leave we have not heard his chopper but we might not hear it because we don't 
believe he was going to fly over the scene again he was going to get back into a motorcade go to the marine 
one landing spot and then fly from there to the airport we understand he is supposed to leave and take off 
from the airport at about 11 30. right so we're talking about 30 minutes or so and just to get back to your 
point tom transportation secretary mary peters said that she had directed state officials on thursday across 
the country to immediately inspect some 750 bridges constructed like the interstate 35w bridge uh but the 
results of course not yet through yet do we know if i'm sorry yeah and she did order that to be done and 
again but as i'm pointing out this is not a new problem it's a problem that goes back a long ways it's just a 
problem that has been neglected and so now this is a dramatic example of why that needs to be changed 
and then getting back to brad's point about how standards have changed on bridges the ntsb chairman and 
mary peters the transportation secretary told us a couple of days ago that the last time they had a bridge 
collapse like this where there was not a known factor like a barge hitting a bridge a pillar or something along 
those lines was back in 1983 on interstate 95 i believe in connecticut that bridge just collapsed and it killed 
three people it found they found out later there were some pins you know big huge industrial pins that held 
this bridge together some of those gave way and that was one of those where they just couldn't see it 
coming but it's been 24 years since something like this has happened but after that happened a lot of the 
bridge standards were changed and the chairman of the ntsb said he thinks a similar thing is going to 
happen here he thinks a lot of the standards will change now after this happened and they're going to start 
taking a new look especially at these truss bridges but not just that they're going to look at the design of all 
bridges and see if maybe new engineering standards tell us something different now than they did 
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something different now than they did back in 1967 and even beyond so the the impact of this disaster is 
going to be far-reaching it's going to be political it's going to get into the engineering field it's going to it's 
going to be amazing how this is going to have an impact not just here in minnesota but across the country 
you're right it's going to be a wake-up call for everyone oh certainly people are now awakened to this issue 
not just the politicians but now i mean you're going to be standing around your water coolers at work on 
monday people are and they're going to be talking about bridge safety something that i guarantee it was not 
much of a dinner table conversation prior to 605 wednesday night no doubt tom you know you as you'd 
mentioned uh did an interview recently the other day with secretary of transportation mary peters is she 
leaving with the president she's overseeing this is she going to stay in town for a while no she was she was 
here thursday flew back to washington with our two senators and representative keith ellison who is here the 
congressman who represents this district she will go back to washington again too because that's where 
she'll be directing a lot of the work she's going to have people though on the ground here who she will be in 
contact with and then the ntsb has set up shop here and they're going to be here for months to come all right 
tom houser thank you so much we'll get back to you shortly we want to go to an interview now with gary 
babineau he is the gentleman who saved a lot of the kids right well he was on the bridge himself uh driving a 
truck when it collapsed and he made it out okay helped another woman from what we understand out of her 
car and then went straight to that bus that we've all seen and you saw those kids about an hour or so ago he 
met with the president and uh here's what he thought of that experience i didn't you know i was lucky enough 
not to be you know in the middle of the bridge and uh you were in your pick up yeah i was in my pickup and 
then i was on a piece of piece of concrete that actually split off of the other piece you know i was on one of 
the lower pieces of concrete and my truck was was backed up into the hole that the two pieces made and 
then the car started sliding down the incline on the left and right of me going in that hole that were actually 
still up on the bridge and they were sliding down because there 
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and they were sliding down because there was such a steep incline into that hole and then some pickup 
trucks fell and you know got stuck there and i thought that a car was going to fall on me because i knew that i 
was right under the traffic you know and uh i i got once i heard once i st once i stopped hearing the uh the 
squealing tires of the cars sliding down i got out of my truck and looked up and there was a white car right 
above me there was only one that didn't fall the only one that didn't fall was the car that was right directly 
above well you know i ran over i i ran over and there was there was you know a bunch of kids already off the 
bus kicking you know screaming crying a couple of them were just in shock didn't say anything at all and uh 
there was i think his name was jeremy uh i'm not i think his name is jeremy hernandez yep he was you know 
i i saw him just handing kids off of the bus to a couple people i i grabbed a couple kids and there was just a 
bunch of kids on the on the uh on the actual bridge and you know we were handing them down to people 
and they're just there i could see that there wasn't enough people on the actual street street level grabbing 
kids so i jumped on there and started grabbing the kids from the from the uh from the bridge and uh from the 
bridge because they were already off the bus so they they came down where where it was you know 
probably you know six seven eight feet drop the bus it would have been you know 10 12 here i think but um 
they stay they walked down there and the ones that could walk i i just put them down and say just run as fast 
as you can and you know towards everyone else that you know there are people running down to and the 
ones that that look like they you know they thought they had a broken leg or broken arm or something i you 
know i just hand them to somebody else that was running down that was walking by and uh you know i just 
hand them to them and the kids would lean over the bridge so i could grab them you know like they're like 
they're almost falling you can tell the kids want it off the bridge because if you're willing to trust someone to 
you know grab you when you're falling off a bridge you want off the bridge you were handing them to people 
who were standing there people who were walking by the bridge that weren't actually on the bridge because 
when the bridge went down obviously you know people are going to come running helping and uh you know 
a couple of the kids looked like they might have been hurt or 
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looked like they might have been hurt or had a broken leg like blood going down their leg or something you 
know there wasn't an incredible lot of blood but there there definitely was you know a lot of kids bleeding and 
i'd hand them to other people and they would actually carry them up the hill to to where all the kids ended up 
you know staying until the paramedics got there so you're explaining all this to the president what does he 
say that he was just you know i i can't remember everything he was saying he's saying man you know it's 
this must have been just unbelievable unbelievable for you stuff like that um you know great job obviously 
you know but uh he was uh he was just you know thankful that you know i was there and everyone else was 
there and you know all the other guys that were helping with the kids were there and uh you know he just he 
saw that you know minnesota people just came just came together and uh you know it did what we had to do 
you know and uh i told them about yeah my first uh kid's coming in ten days so uh he said he's going to write 
it a letter for him so that was that was pretty exciting so it's been a few days a letter from the president not 
bad huh as the president mentioned you know the first instinct of a lot of these minnesotans was to save 
others and certainly gary bevano did that talking about that determination and that compassion and uh there 
you saw it there you heard it his first hand account back on the phone vicki auslan who is the mother-in-law 
of gary you still there i am good what do you think as you were watching those pictures of your son-in-law 
with the president well we're very grateful and proud of him thankful he was there to help thankful for his 
survival and it's interesting uh when the president says the first instinct was to save others he was talking 
about your son-in-law yes well he's i wonder gary is a wonderful uh loving kind and generous man comes 
from a wonderful family and is a wonderful example of how minnesota's people do want to help one 
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minnesota's people do want to help one another whenever they can you know so focused on helping those 
school kids on that bus but we understand he had finally went to the hospital you had mentioned yesterday 
ricky yes so he's um he'll be back next week doctor told him to go home and rest and he's doing okay it 
appears it appears and he's is uh the the newborn is going to get a letter from the president that's what i 
heard don't we all get that i didn't get one when i was born no i didn't either well thanks so much for joining us 
yes thank you very proud of your son-in-law for sure why don't we recap here what we know you know as far 
as the numbers here obviously the divers are back on the scene they started at this point uh at least two 
hours two hours ago yeah this third full day now we do know that five people officially have died 100 people 
injured 28 still in the hospital five of them are in critical still some different numbers we're getting on the 
number of vehicles that we know of at least 60 of those vehicles have been id'd but we've heard as many as 
150 cars at the time may have been on the bridge uh and right now obviously the focus continues to be and 
we can't forget it is on this recovery you know and the numbers have been changing in regard to the number 
of people who have died you know and as it was for a point to 20 and 30 20 possibly 30 and then it was 
down to possibly 8 or 10 and right now minneapolis police chief tim dolan is just saying several because the 
recovery is just that difficult they don't know let's recap kind of the president's visit because that's why we're 
on the air for you today a big day for a lot of those rescuers down there and of course families victims 
families president arrived in minnesota just before nine o'clock this morning of course aboard air force one 
and from the minneapolis-st paul international airport he jumped into marine one along with some minnesota 
senators and of course the governor and minneapolis mayor to take an aerial tour and these are the kinds of 
pictures that he probably would have seen from marine one just took a couple of passes 
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marine one just took a couple of passes over the bridge destruction there landed nearby uh came down 
shook a lot of hands said probably a lot of thank yous a lot of hellos to some of those first responders who 
are doing so great down in the water down there and just made his way on foot around that destruction and 
then made his way to uh the mikes and uh had just four minutes just spoke for four minutes but in that time 
he offered up prayers to those families of the still missing um thanks of course to those who are saving lives 
and rescuing impressed and really impressed by just the determination and the compassion as we heard just 
from gary babineau right there those people who are rescuing people and and survive themselves talked 
about making no promise in regard to a timeline on getting a new bridge built but he does say that the 
secretary of transportation mary peters is in charge of this and he is going to demand that she cut through a 
lot of this red tape a lot of the paperwork that we know goes along with government to get this thing on the 
fast track to being done no question about it let's go back uh to jennifer griswold at this hour we're waiting for 
i guess the president to arrive in marine one uh before he takes off from the twin cities right that's right brad 
we're just kind of standing by right now air force one is still behind us parked here waiting for the president to 
arrive now to recap when he came he came in a little before nine o'clock he quickly after walking off the 
plane and being greeted by the governor and mayor rt ryback and then going off the plane with some other 
lawmakers he went quickly into marine one where he toured the area for about 10 minutes and then did that 
ground tour we saw him speak for only about four minutes of time it has been a quick visit and we expect him 
to arrive back here anytime soon once he does we again don't think he will be addressing us once again as 
he already did he will just get back on air force one and leave and we again are standing by for when that 
happens we'll bring that to you brad jess right now jenny any indication that he's in back in marine one as we 
speak right now 
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now have you gotten word out there he is to be honest it's kind of tight lipped out here it was before he 
arrived too we actually didn't know air force one was coming in until we saw the plane right in front of our 
eyes so there isn't a lot of indication out here we i see a secret service and other people in military gear 
ready standing by so everyone is in place for when he comes the engines are still running on air force one 
and they actually do have the steps there so that they can take him in as soon as he gets here so everything 
is in place for when he comes but we don't have any indication of how long it will be until now did tell you that 


we had to leave this area until 10 30 and then once about 10 30 10 45 we were allowed back in this area so 
we knew it would be some time after that and my belief was it would take about an hour or so so in this time 
frame right now it really could be any minute but we don't know if he toured the area more after he spoke or 
he just went right into marine one all right and usually they are pretty tight-lipped about that they just don't 
want everyone knowing kind of where he is and and what he's doing at the time so thanks jenny we do know 
that he arrived with several members of the congressional delegation whether they go with him back to 
washington we'll have to to find out but again i think the highlights of what he said we want to get this bridge 
built as soon as possible but not making any promise on a timeline timeline certainly congress wants to fast 
track it though you know in response to the senators heading back to washington or not i know we spoke 
with senator norm coleman late last night and senator amy klobuchar is expected to be on with us tomorrow 
morning on 5 eyewitness news week and morning so she's going to hopefully join us at about 8 30 tomorrow 
morning we can sit down with her and just ask her some real in-depth questions about this and we know that 
uh obviously there still needs to be a vote on this 250 million dollars it was passed by the house went to the 
senate now it's back in the house so there's more voting to be done let's go back that's expected today today 
yeah let's go back to tom houser tom yeah that is expected to happen 
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tom yeah that is expected to happen today and the president of course will quickly sign it that 250 million 
dollars probably just the beginning of what is going to be sent here to minnesota to help recover from this the 
cost of the bridge is still up in the air you heard the president say there is no timetable and really it's difficult 
to come up with a timetable for replacement of the bridge because no one knows at this point the timetable 
for clearing the debris and more importantly the recovery of victims and vehicles don't forget there are as 
we've said 50 or 60 vehicles either on the bridge on the shore or in the water and yesterday they did i believe 
it was five vehicles that they were able to get to and search but they could actually only search for those 
vehicles because one of the vehicles actually had another vehicle pancaked on top of it so before they could 
get to they did not find any victims in those cars but they are not certain what is going on with that car down 
below so that just gives you some idea of the grim task these divers have and i'm sure it helped them a lot to 
have the president here if nothing else it gives them a boost it gives them a diversion from the grim task at 
hand and i'm sure they were very appreciative of the president coming here even just for this brief visit and 
talk about how proud he is on behalf of the nation for the work that those recovery workers are doing he's 
done this several times now already this year back in march touring a tornado site in alabama and georgia in 
april of course the virginia tech shootings in may there was that tornado in greensburg kansas so it's been a 
busy year as far as tragedy and the president uh acting fairly quickly since uh 2005 and katrina yeah ever 
since hurricane katrina they are even much more sensitive to not only their their response to disasters like 
this but the uh the appearance of the response sometimes there's a response you don't really know about 
there's federal money being sent and all that but if people don't see it with their own eyes they don't see the 
president here the transportation secretary you know members of our congressional delegation it doesn't 
seem real but once they come and they see first hand it gives 
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and they see first hand it gives everybody the idea that okay someone's on the job here someone is is taking 
care of what needs to be taken care of to get this recovery effort underway to get the cleanup underway and 
then to rebuild this bridge and again the timetable is all over the board no one will really go on record saying 
what they think that timetable would be but i know just from people i've talked to admin that i i can't envision 
a scenario under which this thing is rebuilt in any less than two or three years tom let me ask you about this i 
know we're just uh you know a handful of days into this tragedy but let's talk about governor palletti for a 
minute and the way he is handling this and obviously a look at his future higher career aspirations how does 
uh does this work in his favor obviously not the tragedy but the way he's handling it well i don't know that it 
does work in in his favor given the fact that he has vetoed transportation funding bills two years in a row now 
granted he had his own transportation funding plan that would have put just as much money on the table it 
would have just done it a different way he wanted to borrow the money and pay it off over time democrats 


mostly democrats wanted to raise the gas tax and pay for much of it that way they also wanted to raise 
license tab fees the governor didn't want to go that route so he vetoed the bills that were not able to override 
it so there are going to be some who are going to look at the governor and say you know this is the reason 
why you shouldn't have been vetoing these transportation funding plans although the reality is even if he had 
signed the transportation funding bill this past may or the year before that very unlikely any of that money 
would have done anything to change the events that happened at this bridge this bridge as has now been 
well documented has had problems some minor problems almost since the day had opened in 1967 but 
certainly well-known problems since 1990 long before governor poleni took office so but there there's going 
to be finger point there's there's no doubt about it it's it's part of the process and the the question is how 
much can they get beyond that 
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beyond that and just pull together and reach some kind of a compromise so that we can start doing 
something maybe minnesota can take the lead now in developing a plan to improve the infrastructure 
throughout our state in the twin cities metropolitan area and then that will spread to other states i mean 
anybody at home who's been watching any network television coverage whether it be on cable or the the 
network news they know that this is now a huge issue in state capitals all over the country and it's going to 
remain so this is now a front burner issue there's no question about it bridge safety and infrastructure 
improvements and tom that transportation bill you were just talking about the governor pawlenty vetoed in 
may also included a mandate for yearly inspection of state bridges which under current law must be 
inspected at least every two years yeah but this bridge here was under a protocol where they were they were 
doing it annually here anyway and i know they did it recently yeah in fact there was another one underway uh 
started in may believe it or not just a couple of months ago and they were still in the process of doing that 
and you know they had the option they were given a couple of options by engineers either keep continuing 
close inspections and determine where you might want to put some additional bridge supports or go ahead 
and reinforce the entire bridge which would have been very costly and there were some who thought that the 
whole idea of drilling thousands of little holes in those steel trusses in order to reinforce them might actually 
have the the impact of weakening the bridge further so there was some debate about which way to go they 
chose to go the inspection route to inspect it more closely and again an inspection was underway here in 
may of 2007 the big mystery remains and it will until the ntsb comes out with its report is why did this bridge 
fall down as amy klobuchar said bridges in america shouldn't just fall down this is unheard of almost of a 
bridge that is only this old i mean 40 years old not all that strikingly old for a bridge here in america 
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here in america and these inspections in 05 and 06 found no additional cracking you know it again raises the 
question of standards and procedure and whether we need to change some standards because i think that's 
what scares so many people this bridge was deemed safe just last year yeah and as we continue to look at 
this is videotape of president bush uh here within the past hour as he was visiting the scene we believe he's 
on his way back to the airport now but yeah it's there were no additional cracks but there's also questions 
that have been raised and it's part of the investigation was there too much construction equipment up on the 
bridge for the resurfacing project that was going on you have those pieces of heavy machinery up there at 
the same time you have bumper-to-bumper rush hour traffic that puts a lot of stress on that bridge it was an 
extremely hot day you know who knows whether that plays a factor into this the ntsb is going to look into all 
of that maybe it was just the perfect storm of factors coming together all at once that caused this bridge to 
buckle and collapse we just don't know and that's what makes people a little bit worried now anytime they 
drive across any bridge especially bridge spans of this length over rivers and in bridges that are this high i 
know it's crossed my mind when i cross let's say the interstate 94 bridge over the mississippi not too far from 
this one that one under underwent a major renovation about 10 years ago still in the back your mind i'm sure 
i'm not the only one you just kind of start wondering what's going on with these bridges i thought about it 
myself coming in on wednesday night to cover all of this just want to remind you of the video that we're 
looking at right now president bush touring that collapse site this is from probably within the last 40 45 


minutes or so he spoke at about 10 40 this morning that's after he had been there for a good hour at that 
point he took a couple uh a couple of dr flybys really essentially i guess what you could call it from the air in 
marine one just kind of looking at the damage from the air and then he got down and was walking around in 
that area and so this is video of what you're looking at right now and 
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you're looking at right now and essentially what this is we call it a pool camera and what that means is 
there's just so much media here in the twin cities in minneapolis at that collapse site that you know not 
everyone can follow around so it's one camera that's essentially following him around so that's why it's a little 
shaky like this but what we know right now is that the president probably should be leaving there if he has 
not left already in marine one tom can you confirm that at all for us have you heard those choppers take off 
you know we have not jessica because they landed on the other side of the river and because of this big 
steam generating plant right next to us we can't hear them in fact when he was doing his tour we didn't hear 
him until they came right over the top of us and then circled around and went over so we have not heard but 
my guess is the one thing i know about president bush he is almost always on time and the plan was to leave 
at 11 30 from the airport my guess is he will be there any minute unless he has gotten delayed there was 
some talk of him visiting the red cross headquarters site just on the other side of the river if he encountered 
some victims families there or some other heroes of this disaster if you will that may have delayed him a little 
bit but we do believe he should be back to the airport there any minute pretty punctual for sure and our plan 
is to stay with this coverage until uh air force one does take off again i think the number the time i heard was 
actually 11 40. so we still have about 15 minutes or so but surely jennifer griswold is staking out the airport 
for us as the president does arrive back by marine one the helicopter and again we're still looking here at the 
the tape of when the the president was here uh and you see him now walking off the bridge there's gary 
babineau right behind him again one of the heroes who helped those 60 children get off that bus and there's 
the president waving to some of the rescue workers mayor rt ryback walking alongside him of course mayor 
rtreibeck got a lot of busy days ahead of him as well you see first lady mary pawlenty governor pawlenty and 
again both members of both 
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pawlenty and again both members of both of our senators are here klobuchar and coleman and mary peters 
the transportation secretary who will be very instrumental in making sure that minnesota gets the money that 
is needed to rebuild this bridge and governor plenty of course will be working with president bush on that 
same thing and of course mayor rt ryback will have something to say about that as well although his primary 
concern i think at this point is trying to figure out how minneapolis in terms of its commerce is going to be 
able to function given the fact that they have lost a major artery connecting the city on two different sides of 
the river well let's talk a little bit about that we know that there are a lot of companies around this area best 
buy macy's excel energy they're all providing incentives to employees to try to get them to carpool or use 
public transportation we do know that next week metro transit out of its i think 12 park and rides will be 
offering free parking as well as free rides to try to get people to uh try out public transit and we heard from 
one of the metro transit officials yesterday says most folks when they try it once turns out that they like it and 
that's what they want you to do not only try it but they want you to stick with it because as we all know this is 
going to be a long process of rebuilding this so you can't just try it you Know the first week and then go back 
to your regular days as as the mayor said you know it's not enough to just watch this and feel horrible for the 
families involved in this and then get back in your single family car and drive into downtown minneapolis and 
mayor to make changes mayor ryback in fact yesterday issuing a challenge to employers to try to get their 
employees to double the number of people who you utilize metro transit in and out of the downtown so the 
challenges are out there some of the employers are actually paying for the bus passes and the train passes 
for employees and the mall of america in fact seven parking there and yep seven o'clock on weekday 
mornings they're going to open up one of their parking lots i think it's on the east side perhaps so you can go 
there and jump on the light rail head into downtown 
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light rail head into downtown minneapolis it's an easy way to do it i know at the capitol rotunda yesterday all 
of the business leaders met with the government leaders to try to kind of map out a plan for these next two 
years on how we can get around without uh i guess hating one another as we're trying to make our way 
without 35 w it's going to be a tough go no doubt about it for the next two years uh and that's still underway i 
mean the the planning and the the strategies are just beginning really you know i know i use 280 coming in 
to uh work here at the channel five and they've turned that essentially into a freeway and it's working really 
really well and i don't think a lot of people are using that i do think however there are a lot of folks who may 
have stayed home thursday and friday so i think the real test uh is yet to come you know while we're waiting 
for uh president bush to arrive and then i guess take off again we're going to listen one more time um to what 
he had to say at this point how long has it been about 40 minutes ago he spoke at about 10 40 this morning 
50 minutes ago i should say behalf of the citizens of uh of america bring prayers and from the american 
people to those who've suffered loss of life as a result of the collapse of the 35w bridge here in the twin cities 
bring the prayers to those who wonder about whether they'll ever see a loved one again first i want to thank 
the governor and the mayor and the senators members of the congress for working in a coordinated way to 
respond to this tragedy i have met with the chief of police and the sheriff rescue workers people who 
represent men and women who are working as hard as they possibly can to save life and to find life 
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to save life and to find life to go under these murky waters to find the facts and it's going to take a while but i 
have been impressed by not only their determination but have been impressed by their compassion i have 
met people that were on the bridge i met a man who was on the bridge when it collapsed his instinct was to 
run to a school bus of screaming children and to help bring them to safety it's uh and we have an amazing 
country where people's instinct first instinct is to help save life and a lot of people's first instincts here in the 
twin cities was to save the lives of somebody who was hurting and i know the people of this community thank 
those their fellow citizens who did that i'm here with the secretary of transportation because our message to 
the twin cities is we want to get this bridge rebuilt as quick as possible we understand this is a main artery of 
life here that people count on this bridge and this highway system to get to work know there's a lot of 
paperwork involved with government and one of our jobs is to work with the governor and the mayor and the 
senators and the members of the congress to cut through that paperwork and to see if we can't get this 
bridge rebuilt in a way that not only expedites the flow of traffic but in a way that can stand the test of time i 
make no promises on a timetable i do promise that that mary peters the secretary of transportation is going 
to be in charge of this project 
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is going to be in charge of this project i do promise he's going to listen to the local authorities to find out what 
the folks here need i do promise that when she sees roadblocks and hurdles in the way of getting the job 
done she'll do everything she can to eliminate them you know out of these tragedies can come a better life 
and i haven't visited with the people here believe that not only they committed to a better life not only they 
committed to turning something ugly into something good but it's going to happen so i'm proud to be with you 
thank you for your leadership god bless the people of this part of the world thank you president bush about 
55 minutes or so ago offering prayers to the missing to the families thanking the governor the mayor and 
other public officials and saying that he's impressed by the determination and the uh compassion that 
minnesotans have in a time of real tragedy turning something ugly into something good now he didn't 
promise a timeline at all for bridge reconstruction which we were talking about this earlier a lot of people 
already talking about reconstruction rebuilding that bridge because we know it's going to take a long time yet 
there still are cars under there there are still more than likely victims trapped under there so it's kind of a hard 
you know to find that line to even discuss it but he did promise uh secretary of transportation mary peters will 
be in charge of this project and he admits there's a lot of paperwork with government but he's urging the 
governor he's urging congress and of course mary peters to cut through that paperwork and get this done 


get this taken care of asap he admits and acknowledges that this is an artery of life 141 000 vehicles a day 
now have to find another means to go from north to south and back down again let's go back out to tom 
hauser tom all right brad jessica we have seen one helicopter leave the scene it was one of the bigger 
military-like helicopters but we did not see a couple of them as we saw earlier so we're not sure whether the 
president is still in the area or not we're keeping an eye out for that right now 
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keeping an eye out for that right now but according to his official itinerary he's supposed to leave at 11 35 
that's in just a couple of minutes from now so you know while we wait you guys were talking earlier about 
you know mayor rt ryback and trying to figure out what they can do to route traffic around this and we talked 
about how well things went on thursday and friday that can be very deceiving because of course august is a 
big month for vacations there's a lot of people not at work the real test of this whole problem is going to come 
in the winter time when we have gridlock under the best of circumstances if there's a big snowstorm you take 
this bridge out of play and it is going to be really dicey around here in terms of trying to move around the twin 
cities in the middle of winter when there's a major snow event so that's something we'll of course be keeping 
an eye on but we do believe the president is if not on his way about to leave we did see one helicopter go we 
heard some sirens but we're still not exactly sure where he is again from our vantage point we cannot 
although we're hearing something now it sounds like there's a helicopter we do hear helicopters up above 
now let's see if we can if we can get an idea if that's the president leaving which would make sense if it is him 
because he is again expected to leave the airport around 11 35 according to his itinerary i'm not sure where 
that helicopter went anyway the president uh has spent quite a bit of time here he's met with first responders 
he's met with a hero of the of the disaster someone who helped rescue all those children gary babbino who 
we've talked to and also we believe some victims family members so the president certainly when he goes 
back to washington we'll have a very good understanding of what we've gone through here in the twin cities 
and he'll be able to take that back to washington where i'm sure he will use that information to direct the 
transportation department to do whatever they can to help us recover brad jessica and tom coincidentally i 
guess more than anything the first lady laura bush was just here yesterday yeah and that was a planned 
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yesterday yeah and that was a planned visit she had planned to be here long before this had even happened 
and she was going to be at a u of m event and then also a republican national convention event so it worked 
out perfectly because she is very good at uh that personal contact with first responders and she spent some 
time thanking them yesterday they seem to appreciate that for sure thank you tom now that we understand 
those choppers are up in the air now likely headed back to the airport because uh as we've been told the 
president should be leaving here in the next probably four minutes or so here's a live look at air force one at 
the airport at minneapolis-st paul international where he arrived it's going to be almost three hours 55 right 
just before 8 55 this morning touched down here and it's been a few hours he was in the choppers quickly 
took a tour of the damage from the air was set down walked around a little bit thanked a lot of people made 
some comments and from what we understand he is now back up in the air on his way back to the airport 
and will be heading back into air force one and out of minnesota can we check in with jennifer griswold uh 
jennifer you seeing anything at this point actually brad you can hear me right now we're keeping the camera 
so that we can get video of the helicopter going on so that's why you can't see me right now to kind of 
reiterate what tom was saying on that end he saw a helicopter taking off we actually saw a helicopter taking 
off from here too there were four helicopters that had united states of america written on it of course marine 
one another one where they took other dignitaries and media and then two more that were here we believe 
as a sort of protection security that had gone up in the air with the president and we actually just saw and last 
10 minutes one of those helicopters leave the scene of the airport here so i believe that helicopter was going 
back over to where tom is right to the scene where the president visited to essentially guide the president 
back here to the airport so all indications the president is in the air and should be making his way back here 
really any moment now of course when he comes back not expected to address the 


02:46:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v= DIDSzWku54&t=9960s 





comes back not expected to address the media that's what he did at the site for four minutes he will be 
making his way back on air force one we don't know at this time whether the senators and congressmen will 
go back with him we assume they will and it's kind of a surprise when he got off the plane and we saw amy 
klobuchar norm coleman as well as keith ellison and michelle bachmann get on get off the plane with him as 
well as mary peters who has been here secretary of transportation she's been here the last couple days back 
and forth and she of course came in with the president so we know this wasn't just a visit although we saw 
him visiting with victims and people who had had really been heroes in this tragedy we know it jennifer let me 
just stop you for just a second yes stop you for just a second because we're looking at a picture you probably 
can't see and that is uh two right two helicopters there uh arriving toward you as we speak so obviously they 
are in the air and uh certainly will be uh landing momentarily go ahead i'll let you pick up where you can't see 
it we can't see it right now actually brad and part of that could be visibility isn't the best out here it is kind of a 
cloudy wet day out here but um we will keep an eye out for them for sure what i was going on was saying 
was that they aren't just here to visit the people um to give people a better sense of morale obviously that is 
part of the visit but it's also to give the lawmakers a sense of what's going on and what needs to be done to 
move forward here on the site we did see another helicopter in the air but i believe again those are the sense 
of the security type helicopters we do see members of the secret service up here as well so they just kind of 
have the area cordoned off for the president of course but we have not seen marine one not yet but we of 
course are here for when it comes in and these are the two helicopters that from what we understand jenny 
just left uh the downtown minneapolis area the 35w bridge 
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bridge collapse area and are likely headed over to the airport can you let us know jenny has uh traffic out at 
the airport uh kind of been brought to a halt yet airport traffic actually well we haven't been out in the area 
right far enough away to see however when we were brought back into this area we were told now you know 
at 10 30 once you come in this area you cannot leave until the president has left and i've been in situations 
like this before where they do halt all traffic ground traffic air traffic as well so we are seeing things kind of 
slow down and people are getting ready for him to come in very good jennifer thanks let's go back out to tom 
hauser tom yeah we do believe the president is still in the area here it was hard to tell we believe it was 
marine one that flew in very close to the scene you can see two helicopters right now which we believe are 
helicopters providing security for the president we believe his chopper may still be over or near the scene 
again our vantage point is obscured here by a a power plant but we believe he is still in the area now the 
flight from here to the airport will take him but a couple of minutes but the fact that those other two 
helicopters are still there lead us to believe he is still in this area and probably about to depart for the airport 
brad jessica very good you know while we have a few minutes here we can remind you that there is going to 
be a briefing next briefing is at one o'clock this afternoon with uh sheriff stanek and hennepin county going to 
update us how the divers are making out as we've been saying all through yesterday it is a slow tedious 
process because those waters are just so muddy and the crews are working in an area of the bridge north 
where the currents are rough making a rough go of it and add to that when you talk about the potential for 
rain and perhaps lightning moving into the area today that certainly could hamper rescue efforts we do know 
that dive teams have been in the water for a few hours already this morning but you can see those trees 
whipping in the wind there and certainly doesn't look sunny out there tom are you still with us any 
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there tom are you still with us any change in the weather it's actually stopped raining here it was raining 
earlier we had some not heavy rain but it sprinkled quite a bit for a while kind of just a drizzle and now that 
has stopped it's a little breezy but otherwise the conditions here right now for the rescuers or the recovery 
effort people is actually i think pretty good and you know in some ways uh this overcast might actually help 
them in some ways and so it's uh interesting to uh we no longer see those choppers there in uh in the shot 
there so we we believe the president we're now back to the shot you can see from our vantage point of 


where the bridge buckled just just before it went uh before the bridge collapsed just a little bit to uh to the 
west of that toward downtown minneapolis again the people on that uh bridge very lucky uh indeed now 
we're taking a look at a live picture it appears it appears that marine one has landed at the airport actually oh 
it has not yeah let's go back to brian jessica yeah that is not marine one it is one obviously accompanying the 
president but we're told that is not marine one so you you could be you could be correct in that uh maybe uh 
he hasn't taken off yet you mentioned that the president is very punctual well sure enough at 11 43 right now 
he might be running late yeah well if he's not on that shopper i'm not sure who is so it's uh it's interesting that 
they would uh separate but you gotta remember uh there are a couple of us senators with them and some 
other tell you what maybe maybe we stand corrected let's go to uh jennifer griswold actually we did we did 
see a helicopter land this however is not marine one you see some people getting off we believe it's actually 
media folks that are getting off the helicopter right now i'm told an indicator of what actually marine one is is 
uh it'll look very similar but the top of it will be white so this is the lead helicopter landing again there were 
four but it just landed moments ago so really marine one shouldn't land at 
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so really marine one shouldn't land at any minute and i'm watching right now actually let me take a look at 
who was all on that plane right there on that helicopter majority of the press corps yeah it looks like the press 
corps but it also there you see in the black dress that's i believe that's uh congresswoman michelle 
bachmann and i believe um and keith ellison is there as well jess and congressman john klein i believe i saw 
as well so some of minnesota's congressional delegation arriving back at the airport awaiting the president at 
this point there is un congresswoman michele bachmann that's right friend jess we did see quite a few 
lawmakers get off air force one at the beginning as we said now some were riding on marine one with the 
president and that would be mayor reibeck and the governor who were going on that helicopter but these 
lawmakers and media went on this first one right here and actually a second helicopter is now landing right 
here and we see a third one coming in and circling and we believe that this one a third and a fourth it's quite 
a sight over here they're really coming from all directions again they they have them lining up to make sure 
that the president is safe and they also have all of his press and his people with him in these different 
helicopters but that shot right there one of those two we aren't sure which one will be marine one again in the 
helicopter with the president who just toured the site would be president bush as well as governor palenti and 
mayor rt ryback they went over the site and stopped for a while it seems that after he spoke he actually may 
have toured longer than we believe just in terms of timing he it took him a while to get back here to the 
airport again as i was mentioning there's that white top you can see we know that one is marine one because 
it looks like the other ones but 
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because it looks like the other ones but the top of it is white so this is marine one that is ready to come down 
right here they have everything set up at air force one so that he can take off as soon as he lands been 
talking about how it was a quick visit he came in right before nine o'clock and he went and spoke for just four 
minutes on the ground and is getting ready to leave now when he spoke a couple things that he said was 
that he was impressed by the determination and the compassion of the rescue workers he also thanked the 
leaders of course he is in the air with the leaders and air force one of course is walking marine one right now 
but we are seeing it circle around you're also seeing a lot of secret service people running around making 
sure everything is secure in this area brad and jess you're getting you're seeing this shot right now i've been 
pulling in how many planes how many uh choppers have now landed out there jenny looks like more press 
corps probably getting off that uh that helicopter right there that's what it is so i believe three of the four have 
now landed i think there was i think it was the third in line two came from one side of the this landing and air 
force one and a fourth came from the other side so all of the helicopters now at this point are down and 
people are beginning to actually this is the fourth one now landing a little confused because it appears this 
one has a white top as well so we're just processing elimination here uh i'm betting he's on one of them and 
uh getting back i guess somewhat on schedule here at 11 47 this was about the time that he was set to head 


out so he seems to certainly be close to on schedule as he pays a visit that only ran at this point coming on 
three hours now briefly meeting with family and friends and rescuers family and friends of victims and 
rescuers and certainly the congressional delegation the mayor 
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the congressional delegation the mayor and others uh thanking the folks for the work that has gone on and 
will continue to go on as this recovery continues he says you know like the waters the facts at this point in his 
words are murky and um that's what uh is air force one this one is their marine one i'm sorry about that so 
the president landing um right there so as far as we know he is going to get off that and board air force one 
and uh it will be a quick three-hour trip to minnesota for him and our plan is to uh stay on air here until he 
actually does take off trying to provide you obviously the most comprehensive coverage that we can uh he is 
with of course the secretary of transportation mary peters who uh the president says will be in charge of this 
project and she will be doing her work from washington but overseeing it because as the president says he 
wants to get this bridge rebuilt as soon as possible calling it a main artery of life not at this point promising 
any timetable but certainly by all accounts just how we've seen congress react it is going to be on the fast 
track you know there was some discussion to try to get this bridge built by the republican national convention 
but uh by all accounts that may be wishful thinking at this point you know that's just a year out and to take on 
an endeavor like this you know we all know as i mentioned earlier how long you know we deal with 
construction just doing our typical driving to work and home and how long it takes uh these projects to be 
completed so and you know as we continue to focus on this scene we cannot forget as we speak there are 
uh there is a crew of um 16 to 20 divers who are working in shifts now uh in the daylight searching uh in for 
more bodies uh presumably we may have as many as eight people still missing i think the officials have kind 
of backed off on trying to give an exact count at one point they thought maybe as many as 30 but the word 
we're getting maybe about eight more people and cars they're still 
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more people and cars they're still trying to locate and working against um water that only allows for about six 
inches of visibility and also dealing with heavy currents and cliffs of concrete and that jagged rebar those 
rods that are used to reinforce that concrete making for difficult work conditions for sure again here we're 
looking live at minneapolis saint paul airport as it appears uh president bush will momentarily be stepping out 
and then boarding air force one coming up and brad and jess we do know that go ahead jenny we do know 
that this one is marine one we were told that it lands in front of air force one sorry for that confusion and here 
you see president bush waving as he just gets out of marina one right behind him he's now shaking hands 
with mayor rt ryback he's talking to the governor the governor's wife shaking their hands those are the four 
main people so to speak who have been touring the site with the president they seem to be talking when the 
governor got off the when the president excuse me got off the plane the first thing he did was he shook 
hands with the governor he also seemed to grab his arm and just comfort him and and say that he was here 
and they were talking together to tour the site and decide what they were going to do and as he stops right 
now he'll be shaking their hands once again it's kind of interesting we had an opportunity to watch as a lot of 
folks posed with pictures for the president uh you know we we talk about boosting morale it's those little 
things that do just that you know and it's what they're going through down there i'm sure they could all use 
that the president boarding air force one and momentarily it will take off the president uh we're coming on 
almost exactly now three hours that he uh has been in town when he first landed again uh boarded the 
helicopter stopped and met with folks and uh gave a you know very his remarks only ran a few minutes uh 
and then behind the scenes tom hauser 
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uh and then behind the scenes tom hauser was hinting that maybe he may have met with some red cross 
folks or others and he might have taken a little extra time just because from our understanding he was 
supposed to be out here about 12 minutes ago so the president is very prompt you know i know others in the 


past have not been but president bush has always said to be very timely when he makes trips like this so 
perhaps running a few minutes late you can see on our camera out there at the airport right now that we got 
a few raindrops out there so that forecast uh the rain is moving in a little bit here we still have tom hauser 
with us yeah brad i'm here any uh final thoughts as we kind of wrap up here very shortly well you know i i 
think you guys nailed it he really did help boost the spirits especially of the people down there at what is now 
the twin cities ground zero that bridge disaster site those divers in the water i think it was just really neat to 
see the president leaning over and shaking their hands and talking to them while they were in the middle of 
their recovery mission and i think it'll help boost their spirits they've been down there for hours and hours and 
it's very grim work very painstaking work and very dangerous work as well they're risking their own lives to 
try to recover these bodies so in just a few minutes i'll let you know we're going to be talking we believe to 
one of the victims families here at the site where i'm at so i'm going to sign off here in just a couple of 
minutes and we're going to go and talk to them because we're going to have a lot more complete coverage 
of course of the president's visit and also the latest on how the search for the victims is going and also 
reaction from victims families to the president's visit today so we're going to hear i believe from sherry 
engebretson's family sometime in the next few minutes so president bush though i think accomplished what 
he wanted to he boosted some spirits around here he also promised federal aid not exactly a blank check but 
pretty close to it congress is working on the same thing he says they will rebuild this bridge and they will help 
the twin cities recover and that's what people wanted to hear 
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and that's what people wanted to hear all right thank you tom the door is closing there on air force one now 
and they'll move the steps back and the president will be on his way back to washington where work begins 
on the federal funding talking about this obviously in his weekly radio address a short time ago as well calling 
this a obviously a painful tragedy and that federal aid will be coming again as tom mentioned not committing 
to any numbers at this point but the number we're hearing uh through the house and the senate is 250 million 
dollars which by some accounts isn't going to get this bridge built won't be enough money but in the days to 
come particularly there's another vote today by the senate on this money and as tom had mentioned the we 
would certainly suspect that the president would be quick to sign it he got briefings while he was here by 
federal state and local authorities un met obviously as tom had mentioned with uh some of the uh recovery 
crews and uh now boarding the plane at 11 55 gearing up to head back east we're told he probably even met 
with some of the victims families you know some of those who are still waiting for word on missing loved 
ones who you know we we talk about the president's visit today but all the while we've been mentioning this 
to you dive crews have been in the water and in fact in about an hour we're going to get another update from 
the hennepin county sheriff rich stanek on just where things stand in regard to the recovery effort because 
that's where uh the focus is and it's just going so slow they're obviously doing their best work but those 
conditions hard to imagine i actually had an experience years ago plane crash in florida went underwater just 
to kind of experience some you know the murkiness of the water and you can't see six inches uh at best you 
know you're not able to see anything in front of you and for the most part you're feeling your way around and 
you're wearing gloves and you're wearing other things to protect yourself but it's a very dangerous job and 
obviously safety has to come first at this point we have a dozen or so actually i think i'd 
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a dozen or so actually i think i'd mention 16 to 20 divers who are sharing shifts and as a result of the danger 
they're only spending about 30 minutes at a time in the water so that process continues the process of 
getting around is going to go on for weeks and months and presumably even years as we try to figure out the 
best way to way to maneuver our way without 35 w in the picture at least for the next two years by some 
accounts maybe three you know tom has left us now and we uh he had mentioned rather that he was going 
to be getting a briefing from one of the victims families this was the young the younger britson family the 
father and the two teenage daughters spoke with a lot of members of the media in the last couple of days 
just holding out hope they knew their mom travels across that bridge every day when she returns home from 
work and when she heads into work and they knew she was running a little bit late and they hadn't heard 


from her and they did get the sad news that she was one of the victims and their family is going to be talking 
about that they sadly are not the only ones holiday in metrodome has about 40 or 50 family members that 
have been meeting regularly there for updates and it's got to be pure torture waiting to get some news of a 
loved one presuming at this point the worst but but just not knowing jets are firing up we understand out at 
minneapolis-st paul international airport where there you see air force one sitting on the tarmac it's been here 
now for roughly three hours as the president got off and took an aerial tour of the 35w bridge collapse spoke 
with some rescuers spoke with some likely victims families spoke with uh just uh first responders personnel a 
lot of personnel down there and now he has made his way back and is on board and there you hear it and 
they're inching forward and he will be out of minnesota headed back to washington dc where as i mentioned 
the work begins in regard to money federal funding just yesterday first lady was here as again tom had 
mentioned coincidentally as part of a previous commitment and a day 
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part of a previous commitment and a day later president bush uh spending a few hours here talking to folks 
uh let's just recap a final time here the the numbers we have at this point um five people officially uh have 
have died 100 injuries 28 people in the hospital five critical uh still trying to track down some missing vehicles 
and the search continues but the president certainly boosting morale for those who are taking part in that 
search national transportation safety board leading this investigation a 19-member team now has a the 
needless to say difficult difficult task of trying to piece together exactly what happened and answers are not 
going to come quickly for sure so we're getting our last look here as the president is departing minneapolis-st 
paul international airport after at this point spending just over three hours in town heading um back to 
washington but certainly a visit that was appreciated by our legislative delegation and i'm sure to the people 
who are down there just doing their everyday jobs you know he said he offered his prayers to those families 
that are still missing he offered thanks to those for saving lives and continuing with the rescue efforts and he 
said he was really impressed by their determination and their compassion um the compassion of 
minnesotans you know doing extraordinary things when they probably should have gotten out of there to 
save their own lives and we're helping others and a true honor for the truck driver the local truck driver who 
helped all of those children um get out of the danger just somebody who was passing by certainly in what 
was a routine hour at six o'clock hour on wednesday night uh certainly became a hero and he was uh 
remembered by uh and honored by president bush again we're gonna wrap up coverage here momentarily 
as um 
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wrap up coverage here momentarily as um the president is departing the twin cities uh after spending a little 
over at this point three hours and five minutes here thanking those who have worked so hard we're going to 
leave you probably with this shot here and just want to let you know that we're of course going to stay on this 
story in the days and weeks ahead and we're going to have much more for you tonight starting at five o'clock 
with as we've been mentioning of course we're going to recap the presidential visit we're going to be talking 
with some of the victims families who have lost loved ones and we're also going to be getting an update on 
what divers have done today and what they've discovered if anything and also worth noting uh our plan 
tomorrow morning in our eight o'clock hour is to uh have senator amy klobuchar here to talk about the effort 
by the congress and uh by the president as far as getting the funding that is needed to get uh construction of 
a new bridge underway which is well on its way well on its way we thank you for joining us we're going to 
now leave you with uh some children's programming that is already in progress and we'll see you at five 
o'clock 


END 


